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I.  Introduction 

“Our people… must be willing to act intelligently on the important issues of our times.” 

 

“The Society for Curriculum Study launched BUILDING AMERICA in 1935 as a non-profit making venture 

in education.  In 1943 the Society for Curriculum Study and the Department of Supervisors and 

Directions of Instruction of the National Education Association were merged to form the Department of 

Supervision and Curriculum Development (NEA).” (p. viii in Volume 1, source citied above) 

 

“BUILDING AMERICA is a series of pictorial study units on modern problems, sponsored by the Society 

for Curriculum Study, and for five years assisted by the Lincoln School of Teachers College, Columbia 

University, NY.  It is designed for the use of schools, colleges, youth organizations, and the general 

public.  It meets a long-felt need for visual as well as factual studies of basic contemporary problems.”  

(p. 28) 

http://www.cpcsi.org/
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“The Editorial Board of BUILDING AMERICA believes that… if our own democracy is to work even more 
successfully, and if we are to achieve that cooperation with “men of good will everywhere,” our people 

must know the facts.  They must know the range of expert opinion.  They must be skilled in weighing the 

facts and in evaluating conflicting opinions.  They must be practiced in working together cooperatively 

to solve their common problems of life.  They must be willing to act intelligently on the important issues 

of our times.”  (p. viii) 

 

“The general approach to the fields covered in BUILDING AMERICA (with examples from “Housing” section 

included in Volume 1)-- 

 

1)  The problem is raised. 

Studies how that 44,000,000 people live in houses that are neither comfortable nor healthful, and that 

about three-quarters of these live in miserable hovels in urban and rural areas.  We have the natural 

resources necessary to house our people decently, and the human resources for building.  Who is talking 

the problem? 

2)  The achievements are cited. 

A number of examples are given of what private and public groups have done to better housing 

conditions in the United Sates.  The achievement under the war emergency are also cited. 

3)  The possibilities for bettering the situation are presented. 

Experts say that the post-war years present a double challenge and a double opportunity to the 

American people.  Jobs in the building trades will be needed to help prevent a post-war slump.  The 

need for building will be greater than ever because of limited construction and repair during the war.  

Out of these two conditions our slum dwellings may disappear.”  (p. ix) 

 

“The facts used in BUILDING AMERICA are gathering from the newest and best available sources.  

Students are given pertinent information about the problems considered, but are left free to draw their 

own solutions.  This technique has many distinctive values.  It vitalizes the problem through the 

consideration of conflicting opinions.  It challenges the student to determine the relative merits of 

current opinions.  It help him to understand how various groups of different interests and backgrounds 

are affected by proposals.  It practices the student in making up his own mind regarding modern social 

controversies.  In short, this technique helps students to develop habits and skills that they need as 

citizens of our democracy.”  (p. ix) 

 

“Each study unit is voluminously illustrated, about half the page surface usually being devoted to graphic 

material.  These illustrations have been carefully selected for authenticity and variety; to attract the 

attention of students; and to convey information directly, simply, and concretely to them; to stir 

thinking.  Photographs visualize what they may never be able to study at first-hand.  With dramatic 

humor, cartoons summarize statistical data in a way which makes it easy to under important points.” 

(p. ix) 
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Below are copies of the Title page, and the summary of sections page 

 

        

 



4 

 

 



5 

 

II.  Excerpt from a history of “Building America” 

“In assembling these materials, concerning current socio-economic problems, Hanna and his associates 

had written to more than one thousand sources.” 

[From “History of a Civic Education Project Implementing the Social-Problems Technique of Instruction” by Robert 

Ernest Newman Jr.  (Unpublished) dissertation submitted to the School of Education of Stanford University 1960  

(accessed by request from the Paul Hanna papers--Hoover Institution Library and Archives, Stanford University) (p. 

29-31)] 
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III.  The complete “Housing” section from Volume 1  (scanned into jpeg, and copied into this document) 
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