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crairdpa Ja.cli c oilt inu-cd, I'io-rl, you .rilou1d lrno;i right at l,he

befinnln; that Ieli folts 'tell. tl.]o sLory ol rThe l,a5L i,lal of
Root l.;an Oharlie'.,. you see, the-rcoDle lllto l!noi'/ this stor;r
seen to |eally belj.evc i-bt ai'ld Irve been told to asl! ('hocvcr

1 Lcll it to not to -r-ct ii; gc'b arou])d; hccause , rrcll, I guess

it's just that solchor',' evcryone ltho has lii1ol?o this story has
beei-r afrald thab if ihe r,rronil big Deoirle folurd 'Lhe nap, tley
night go ca-bch thc libtle peolrle, and anafyze ren or sono'bhing...
but anyinay, I uonrt galr anynor:c about that.... Jusit rencnber
this: r,ihy do you sul-illose no one ha:rcll)' ever" sees a 1itt1e person
\.,ii'bh wj-ngs? "

Grar'Id])a Jack let taat qucstion sinil in for a ulonent, and

took a sip oi his coffee, Then he coniinued:
"No\r, if I got ny facts straight, tllj,s story about the

last nap of iioo-t i.:an Charl-ic daies bac\ io the late 1600rs.
Baelr then, $hJr, 

"here 
ltere really onljt In.iians J-iv-'rng aro'.rnrl

these paris, but the great nigratlon of people fron Europe to
ttlis contineni had beau4. And I neednr'L te1I you that arlong

the flrst to try -bheir lucli on the nev and mysio::ious conti4eni
lier1e peoplc lool:.ir,g lor go1d, You lino'ir it doesn'b take l]lucil

of a repori to get leople novirl3 lvhen they thinl iheytre gonna

ge-t rich quiclr, .. .
"AnJ,"Jay, alreacly in the lajje 1600's, there llere neil fron

Eu?ope here lrho had lriore than the usual enthusiaeil for adventure 
'

and !,/ho haC gotten togethen food, too-l-s, anc a lacli l^horse, or
a donliey, an.l, headed for the hills' to sce if therc lras e.ny go1d.

I'llolr, cleslite the various reasons t\ece carly proslrectorE
nay have had for loolling fo? gold, rle linolr tha-t thc Cheroli.e
Indians, nuch lj-l(e nany other Indian tribes on thc coiltincllt,
defended thciz' territorl' anc naobected their rescurces. And so

ire ni{lht easj.ly expect that nost of thc carly prospectors, as

they fjllcd thcir sacldfe bag$ iriih 901.1, silver' and otl'Ier



valuarb l e riincrels and i,,emi.i iioncs , !1'crc accoEted by i;he Indians
f or ste a-1-rng, and ilanedia Lcly laid -in a grave . But tha t is
not uhat ha!.Dened. iie can be sure that tho carly prospectors
net liith :[ndiai']s, anc ]aybe c.,'cn shared a lrir-pe of sno}e oLl,lro
i{i'th thein; bui no6t Inclialrlr, ai.l eslecially thc Cherolice India-ns
then living in llcste:r:n !{o.-:th caro-l.ina, Live.l. ir-I surroundin6s
so filled fii-th ilatrrra,l- resourccs -tha'b ihey ciicl not ina.;ine a

feu ucn €ia'thering roclis could thrcaten tho source of their
livelihooi. And eo the ear:ly proegcc-bors in llestei'rl i\rorth
Caro:lina, durin€i the late l-600's, e:rperienced real difficu1ti.cs
only fj'on thc \!ild anina]-s in tllc area, and no-L' frolrl the Indians.

(And so the earfiy pi'os]rectors found Lhat, if they cou-l-d

surqi./c iir the :louniains, they cou:l-d Dre Lt)r rnuch haul off
anything they foun.l, Jrnd ''ve nolr Lnov that there lras a great
variet;' of valuable ninerals and ge-rlstones in this arca to be

founcl, A good p:cospectog thei'), in the nourltains of ilestern
iior1;h Carolina at that ti4e, r,iould have soon discovered that
he uas in the right Dface,

!!ile11, one ol thosje early pros_cectors becane kno,n1 anong

his fri-eilds for being ex,Decia1ly good at disrcoverina 'Lhe righb
place . I lle <io no L lmo';r ,rlhat this particul-ar proslector r s na.ie

reallir v.'as, bui baclr then he i.'as ca11ed 'ltoot ii;al'I Charlie. !

This lras bccause he a1...9ayE carrj-.Jd 1,f ith hin sone bloodroo t dye ,

so he could crar'r naDs of ulierc he had been.
rrile1l, as ib happened, i?oot liari Charlie l/as not only Sood

at findin3 va.1uable niner:als and fienstones, bD.t he r,/as e generous
nai1 a.s i{e1:1. And so 1/hen he sald he lras goi-n3 off alone, and hc
didn'-i rrait no conpany eithcr, the other prospectorFj j-n the
area, they 1ct hin go, Because, year aftcr year, ,loot llan
Charlic all{ays r:e-burned to -bhc sanc pl-ace:jn the mountaj-ns to
camp for the \riirter. -4nd r/hen hc c'lid he'd alirays have one or
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tlro parchtxent nai.s, d-ra'rm !/ith bA.oodroot dyc, that sho\:,cd the
locatioil of a b:it rninc. Sonetincs i'1, \!.ou-1,c1 be silver and solietincs
i-L tYou],ri be sotnc !,it,ar. of gcn, bu.b, f or sone reason i:ioot l:an
Charfie rrasj on-l-y Lootlinit rlor gold. Still, no onc presscd the
:ioot ]:an for his reasons, BecauEe cve-ray yealt, rj?henr ioo-b jla:.i
Cha!.:Lle reiultitgd bo the !rinte!' ca!i!, he gavc ai,Iay the naps
herd nadc. And su_.e enou3h, rrhen a Dan fo11o11,ecl one of lloot
llan Cl]a:r1ie !s nalls, they afirays found lrhat the Root i,lan said
ltas thei'e.

r'3o the other prospectors, thcy tet Roo-i, i,:ai Ctlar:Lie go
his olrn rray. rlnc-1 -ihcy lrept hor_i-ng'tha-b he \?oulct never find
go:Ld. Becausc ot')c tine, 'bhc :toot llan haC sai.t., (Boys, every
rrinjjer f rxalic n-y cailp right hene in this rjpot. But i-f j ever
fi-nd- gotC, yo!r. 11 nevcr sec t-ne agaii.l. I can r t tei l_ you !thy,
L)t )ou'll.;lcver sce re again.

Her:e GranCpa Jact ;-311ss6 a,gd..1n lor a sip of coffee.
",,1e11, nor/,.!lte contiz]ucd,"onc sun:rell, one of ;loot i'lail

Charllers prosiec'tor friends lras in 
"hc 

noiln.bains Go.1 oniy
laro',rs ,.rher:e , seitug u? carm in,chs ]ate af-i,ct-rio oit, \7hen 1rho

shorrlai he scc but .ioct ].ian Charlie anci his dotit:ey, coninG
slovl-y along the t:aaif to',rards hj_s cai:rD, iiell, right alray
-this friend cl the loot l.an's, who's r.larne l?as lall 8i11, noticed
sonething about ihe Root l;an, and lincil that hc ha.l soniehori
ci1a11ged, So vheit -tlle ,looi i,:a:n go-b io the can!, Tatl !i11 just
kin.lly rienL s1;ralght to thc loini, anC saic1, 'Charlie, Irvc
linor.,'n you for rrearly flfteei.l years, but I ain.t never seen you
looli so. . . 1o',/-soiuiteC. Sollething happen? '

'r And -i;he tioot i.1an said, rsonethinS happelted.r tsu.b he Cidr-rrt
say no nore.

"So Ta1-1, Bi11, ilc just hebed his o1d buddJr lrith hi6 gear,
ar.ld hcbed hin set un cam?. Soon thcy lrere boih si-tting at
the fire. Talf Bill r,ias snoliing on hie pire. jtoot ilan Charlie,
just looliinij a-L thc firc.
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'r'You'l-1 tl'Iink I'v.r f i-nal- -y gone cz'azy, ' said -irhe :too,r, ilian.
r(' ,iha-L coul,.l, be crazie:: than tt aijilir]3 thr.ougit this gocl

for$a';en r.rildcrncss looliing fo]a Drc.Lty roclis?r asjicd Tall Di:l_1..
",]tub si:-]., it's ny sirght, I,n r.,orried about ny sigir.L.

I nean, I thouilht t sa',.i then, but naybe I di.tnr,l;. r
(" sau !,.ho? t

"'T,itt-r-o peonfe .,,.ith vinAs-- or Little sone.Lhings vith rrings.I'riiel], ,rrhat clid 
"hcy 

1ool. lilie?t
'r lhat.s just it, I sarr then at night. I,u not sure \r,haL

they r?ei.e, Bui they had a fire goj-ng, and clid a dance. And
f saY the ';/hole thilrg, i

'\TaU Bill toolr a ferr long dra\,'s on his pipe. Itlen he
sa-iC, rlou fcclinr a11right, Charlie?r

""Ihat's jus-b it, Bil1, I feel fine, But there vas sonething
about the ciance they did Bit]... l cerrt explain it,.,.r

r"You need scrne.Lhing to eat?r
"'I'1o,.. thanls, 9111."
t'A long silence.
"'ilell, Charlie,r said Tal-l Bi1l, rI ainrt never: coubted

your nord fot: fifteen years, and I guess I wonrt start notr,
If you say you sair it, I be-t_j.eve it, i{ov get ihis .bhing oil.
your chcs-1, and iel1 i!1e rihat you- sar/.'

I'i:loo-b ilan Cha?.]1e bLeathc..i in deeply an.r. si,gl.)ecl. '0ttay,
8i11.. ,. .i'.loi./ f rn not going to say just exactfy r,/hcre I v/as,
but I i?as follolriitg sone -Leads, a]]d found a large bald mountain
that,'tlia-b hacl a nice liitle strcan along onc si.re of it, and
I decided'thab Iid just set up carcp there for a fe,ri days ancl
looli arorrnC, ilclf, I picked rnysetf a good little grove of -Lrees

by the strean to cant at, atlcl cei, up. Then I srcnt one day
pol..ing aroun.i the to-o of the bal_.l rnoun-Lain, but I didnrt find
ar]y bhing rrorih chcclillf further. Sti11, therc Lras sornething
very peaceful and bcautiful abou,r the rlountaii.l and the surror-Dt.l.ing
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area, and -th.rs '.,'.r" neitly Ceor, and bl,ueb.jryy buihcs that harl
erbout tL I]oitilr 'Lo go, a.n.r. tltc ,,rca,.her '.i.ras t,/arn enough to talic
a batl] .luliitg the (ial,r, ard, ,.rclt. . , . _l ju_st plaiit -t-itrcci thc
ple.c.r, and fci,i righi settled, as j.f it rras a hone iha.t rlaybe
lrd been lool;ing for ove!.the years but ncver found,.,,t

".loot:ja,n Charlic lras loolr-ing j-nto ,rhe firc, but he diCnrt
secn -to be looliing zrt anlrtl.riii.g in Dau,ticlt:Lar.

urli6t I ih -!r-^ ^^-r,. ,cvcniil:t- of ny first day there, I
no-bj-ced. that 'lhe aj-r l'as planning on s,caying caLl:1 aild corfortablc
for a r?hile ye'd, and .the stars began.Lo filt the stry, and, 1
just $orta decided to lrander a bi'b, al.rd iind nyse:Lf a placc
to 1a]/ bacli and loot! at the Eliy. llctl, I lrandered upstream a
bit, and thetl ct:ossed over, elld foulr.l nyself at a snat-L flai
clcar.ing. Titei.e uerc no big trces az,oultd, and I clcej-ded iha.t
this lras a gooC s!ot. So I ju-st 'rren'b and chose sone thick grass
near" o!1c side of 

"he 
cl,earing aLlC laj-.1. dot.m, rTith ray head fac:i_ng

the bald rnountain, Ihen a-r.-l- tlte quiet ai.].1 the stars an.1 the
\yar4 air arci i;he little iloises blendcd togeiher, an(l I clon't
llnow ho1,r nucl] tir-ie Dasse(1, but I guess I didntt even novc ior
neafr ar-) hours t i:]1e.

r' 'Thel'r 1 oar,' sorncthlng. There ,rras a siia,t-l light , rfhe

ligh t ri'as novin3 . It was so s_na1,t, at f i!.ij-t I il,asn't suue f
salr anlrthing, but it scened to bccorxe clcarer ancl c:l_eare!,,
anci sooit it iras closc er.loualll -bo tire cleat:ing ltheuc I 1r,as so
tha ir I coulci see i.b r?as a flanc ,Ui.bh a sj:1al-l tail on i-L fro,.]
nov:naj thz.otlsh tite s'till night a_ir. But a flane irr r,rid-a-j.r
irith no one ar"ound it, carryin3 it or ncJthang. I started to
thinli of gctt j-ng uD attd rujlning, but f d iCn r.b . f jus.b lra,tcile.l .

"'f just lrincla lcanecl up on bo-bh elbolr,s and tra-Lchccl. ti.l-}.J.

f saii Lhe litb:l_e ilar:1e land on,ijhc ground in the clearing,
r'Iot nore'bhan thirty feet fror! where :[ was. And then the li_ttlc
flai,1c bccarno a biAger fl_ajre, lil:e a fire... but s-Lj-lf so snatl
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you cou]-.1rvc DUL i-b out lrith thc tcc cncl of .j boot.
tl'Tlon. . , then, I alonri l:i1ol.' 1ol: sur.e tsi1l-, bu.t I bclicve

I,,ia$ a!/al:o.,. I heard sor:lo ciliL,rc, an.l sonc"hine 1il!e lllutes
pilaying, arnii by Cod 3i11 , I sarr sonic Lltiilg stat-t ri1oving around
'ihc :ii-rc . ht f i::s'L I cou-l-dn'-i bc sur.e, but 1rh'Jn nore anci r,1o-].c

of -il]cn sta!'te.l golirg a::oui-rc1 ihe fir:e, I sa,rl 'l,hat I l?as !/atchinS
a ciarlcc, and ];ha-l; -the;' 1r"a" aiancinl in a circ:le around tilc iire. .

T calrt say lloi.' long it lasLecl; oven nor'/ I 'uhinli l coul.drve
been drear,ril}g, b!r'l su-Ccienly ],he d:r'. J and thc ilut(j s s Lolpecl
plalrin3. And 

"hon, 
jus" as su.lcen.y, tiley s'uarted g]alrlng again.

Anci thel'I it secnc.i lilie the dancet s began leaving the circle,
beceiu.se soon I co!,.lLci no'r 'tel1 if a.n)'tlring vaFi neal thc fire.
Then the illuiic siolped. Then, aftcr a 1on6 time, the fire rrent
oir-t. Thcn f rcal.izeC 1lras getting co1d, a.nd, l just ect u!
and f oul-ld nlr lray bacji io li]y canp.

tl 
' I got uirrle:: ny bfanlie"s to go to s l,een, but f or a long

tine l just 1ay'there, looliing ai tjrc s'bars. At tines T thoughi
:t saw a br:i-ght s-lrar, nrith lots of ll-ltlc stars circling around
it...';: Theile rias sorething aboub -birc damce I san thaL... that...
neant sorethinE to ne, bu-t I could not unders i;3.nd vha't it
r/as... sorte-lhing about hoir the 6na1]- Light canc out of the clarlc

arr, an.i thcil lal1cied, ailcL becar:e a f,irc, an.i a fire that peo!1e
dancecl aro!'nd..., l.;any, ]]lary tilougl'! Ls laEsed through ri[. ririi-rd
that ni3h't as I lay allalic under ny blanlets loolling a-b -thc stars..
bui I did not linoli iJila-t'they neant.... Soneti.ne that night I
fe11 aslecr.

tt'iihon thc eaaly r,rorning sunl-igh't nol:e ne tite ne>:'t Cay,
l fclt very liglrt. f knelr soncthing. I di.lnti l.:nov r'.'hat i't
i,ias, bu'b'Lbc neairest I can say is I feli lilic sone liind of
search n'a,s over. I had forind dorethir1g. Sone'bhing nore inportar-t
to ne tllai'] anythiirg in the uor:[d. .4,nd f didn t t linor,r \,,'hai ii v/as .

Dui it di.inr-t naitcr.



rrtAt'tci it iicct:]s crary no!r, .ta:l.liin3 abou-L i,, like this, but
that notrriir3 I Cecided Lha1j I tlas goj.ng to try an(t Le:Lri to fl.rc
fitlrl-c lrcolfc or \thatcvcr it rras tira'i; danccd arouj.rd that fire
duriirs thc n j-gh b, atxl I rr?st goring to ast( .bhcn if I coolct joiir
their tt.-ibc, Doesn't i-l sound crazy? .l!i,Icl ye-l I knc,;r it \,/aij
sorne'Lhlnj 1 ';ra.j goj_ng .l,o do... soDe.tiring I had to do.

rr"ihere I lras, ihen, tha'c rriornins, gathcring sone ,xood for
a fire to heat u. solle vrarrer for co:lfee, ancl suctdenl-y I droDDcd
the voo.l I hai i-1't t\y arus and begatl -rJaLliing uDstrean, f crosse.l
the s txeaiil at 'Lhe sarxe .9:r-ace I did .turing the night, ancl lyal]:cd
ove bo the clearin3. f loolied around oi.) the ground, and sure
enoualh, f soot fouild a sral,l- oile ojl asltes. Fron the fire f
sa\y d!r!.:ing the night. :1. then bcgan taltring out loud, speal{ing
as ii Lllcre iTas soneone therc irho could heait me, I .bold thetn
llhat I sa\r, and I asl:eci if f coufd join theit: tribe. I astted
theln to tell rc if I could join their tribe. I lyaiteC and
lisielteC bui I hcarC nothing. I lraited a long tine, bu-t I
sai/ notlling and I heard no- llng. I do not knorr if -they dicln't
hear me or couldnrt see llLe, or r,.rhoither 1 eveit sanr .bher,1 during
the night. I siayed tlterc one uore nigh-b to wa-Lch ior their
dance aga,in, bui on tha-L secoild ni4hlj ,[ sari noflring. lhen
l begai'l -to feel. saC. i decided to nove on, so that I coulcl
l ee" rly s'Dirits uo, but that ain.-b ]rorllinr too good. l donrt
caile to fol,1o',? leads anynorc, Bi1l. I clon't lrnol,r !,,,hat to do.,j.,r

"rlco-t l:an Charlie ha(i finishe.i talking. Botrh nen .bhen just
loolicd aL tlte fi..c, Fo.l a :l-onij .tj-|te.

RFinally, Tal:L Br.Ll- spolrc, !you
loolring for, atidn't you Charlie? i :,

'1Root Iian Charlie looliccl a,6 .IaLl Bill
l.ian I s eyes vere l'ret, rThanl{s, Bi1l. t he

forrncl. the go1c1 you vas

an.1 srniled. the ?oot
sai-c.



" iihci'l li..,il- 51f1 \?ol;e ul) the ner:t nc:.aing,he sal? Jioot l;an
Cliarlic s-Lanrlj.t)g by his donliey, !.he cioitrrey !!aat t-ralclieil uD and
rea(ly to go. ,-.oo.l i:e.n Char]_ie iras looliiilg at sotlcbhillg, and
did not no-bicc tha.it T:r.ff Bi1l ,,ras alrakc. Tatl B:.Ltl. saly tha,,
the :ioo L 1;e& r/a"s looli-ing a-L a nap. Thei] he sa\7 the Root l;a.i.r
rofl -bhe irap up and tucli it into one of -the saddlebags otr .Ltlc

donlley.Theu ?oot j:_at-I Charlle starteci r/a lli_ii.Ig dot?r the tnail,
lcacling his (:onlrey. Then Ta-r,l_ Bilt cou1cl|)rt sec loo-t lian
Che"1'lie aty;1orc,

"tall 9i-r l, llne.,.r 'iihat Root j iejl Cltarlic r/as goirlg ofl alone,
a.n(i thcre vas no l:-ay !a:l-l Bil_l rTas goin3 -to follol,r hin. He
lin(jlr tllaiJ :toot l.an Ciiarlie r.ras goi4A bacti to that Dlace in lcl
mourltai!s liherc he had been t{hen he sair .the liitfe ]]eoole
Cancing arouncl tlte fji:re. luil ii 11,as af1 too strange for Ta,.t-l
8i11, He rvor)ld l-et tho loo.! I.la.n go ihat .Lrail aloire. And
vherc -Lhe ira j-1 led. . . only ,1oo-b i.te.i1 Charlie lincii. , . ,

I'Bu L tl.ie:.c \ras a tlap, Tal1 rliU he-.1 seen i-t . And ta1l
Bill coufCn'i help ti]inrrirg that coiqeholi, soncr?ay, nooi I ra_yr

Cha.::lie 'iias Go:rilg to give .Lhat naj) a1,/ay ioo. il o,..,., ls_1l BI11
ai-ici not kilo1i. lJt2-i he:',i,toi? t.'ha" jie saiy, anC he had_ scen that
the l]al r,las.li:i:leren-t frcll] otiter:!aoe iioot l,an Chal:.li.e ]]ad
dra1ii1. Jt lrao a nap ila.ic-i;o 1ast. :I.ij,.ras a palt c1ra,.,,rr rrith
b1oo.1 root dJ'e on a sllooth deer hiCe, It t,.,as -the :Last nat)
of loo" l.;an Cha,r]-ie. ,'

That '..ras the cni of ihe s,rory.
ilvcrlr6n6 sat so nesrnerized iro.0 lis.tening -to -bhe story

that they.r.id no'L not,;,ce ijian:Lcy and lau:ra tooliing a,i: ea"ch
oil'tci.. Potir of the::i -r-oo,;e(r. -t-ilie they rrere about to faint ,

l'lteir Starle l' sa]ct , nJacli. . , are you surc .i;he r,1ap l/as nade
on a decu h-t.ie? i,

irj 
^11 ^.,i.1 J.."cli, "--l-e-lt ne pu-i it th j.s ll'ay, Thero ' 11

a.11,'aJ.s be pal:."c oi -tha-t ;-ioi.y ehri.ain: arr. 
"1r",-r3ia3 

bact: accor.,._ing



to ..rho's tc1 -l l-ng it, 3ut therc are six raain narts .bhst a|e
al\iays in therc !

:t. ?oot ::.ll: Char:lie t,,as only .l oorrin,: foll f:ol.C.2, ile found a 1ot oi other !,ii.nr-t'.1. arJ gens, r,ade
r.ar.: ,' +'o locati.r'l-, ?j j favc t], ,.tntr a...a./.

3, If a persol-t foll-oi?eC n .rai c,i :ioo,u :l1n Charlj.c,s
. thc;. al.rays folrnd vlhat he sald v.'oul.cl be thet:e,
+, Root iJe.n Charlie cavr a sme]f light come out of adarl! sky. lle sary the Light lan,l, and beconte a fife.

AnC he sjal,r 1itt1e eoaeth1nf .j Camce arounC the fit e,
5. ?a1l- Bil-1 a.l!ta.:Js sayi, ,'You f ound il:re I.otC Vou,ve
_ Le.n l nc':in: fo:., ,l icn, L ;'ou Char'r.i .,' r

and 6. lloot tiatl Chrfie',1 last 1431_- i,/as clrrrr.,l,! oil a snoordh
'eeJ hi. c v.'ith blcoo roo.: .-ye.

lilre ihe DeoDle Irve heard tel1 this story.',
StanlcJ' r-oc (cd et l,aura.
itie11," saio laura_, "!]l)reir years ago, ny nother died. Beforc

she died she gave ne sonetltina she said had been handed dor,,Tl

in her fan]-l-y for generations, She said no one line-r if it
vlas a nall or jusi, a drawing... but there is an,t at the boi;toil
of i-b, and i'!'s a !ic"ut-e of sone Eountains, anc! it's nade
t/irh recj Cye on e- anooth ic.: hiJe.

'.-o.-, tr aai'r To'c, "aintfy.
ishoufd, I eto gct it?{ astred Stajilcy.
"i/e11, Co you knoiJ .!/i1ere the Dlace is thatrs draun

thefe?r'aslted tlle D.ofe ssor'.

And f 've nevor seen a nerson sweaf they're telling thc truth

An.] it's at our apartnent....t'

Stanlelr and traura fooked at each oLher ancl shccrr their
';le haven'i the faintest idoa \.,'herc it is, ,'heacis. "l:ole.

sa.j,d Star,lcy.
"ilut naybe so!4eone here will recoSrrizc it,'r staid ,-late.
!fid. lilic -to see it,,' said GrandDa Jack.
I'It'E not rea]ly that bad outside, is it?i' sald the professor.
"ile only liv: at the other en(i of the street," saj_d Stanley.
iI'11. f;o nith yoLl," saicl lom.
'Ihey s'Jarted F{ettrng theil coa.ts on.
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"Inag.ine bhat.,," said the professor, "... a s'i;ory ar)cl
a na1, scraj:atc lor ncatr1y thrce hrjndrcd tr/ears, not once
cro6s:iir:j taths, but both still suu\r:ivinJ. . . . ]ind a livc
e1f uitcojlsc1ous on the fircplace l;tantel. llrhat t s next, Jacli?
',ihai 's ner: t? ,'

"I .ionrt irno.,,', " said cr.andpa Jack, ,'I don'-t linoi'r thi,
story. ...rr

Stani-ey oDened thc fro11t door. the uinC lras stilt blor^?j_n3

outside, bu--b no'd as halrd as before, and it 1,,,asnrt sno!/ins
ar,yno-rre . Thei? S balIey and Ton l.ren.t out.

Then eve?yotle in the froni roorn vas qlriet,
lhen Guail(ina Jack s'tarted st-nging:

I'Oh! ye'l-l tal.c thc high road, al1d Ir11 -batre the 1o\r road
and -I 

I I I be in Scollan.'- afore ;rc. , . . "

After about twen'ty ninuies, Stanl-ey ar1cl lon rcturned. They
ha.J the deer hi,de. Stanlcy had it inside h-Ls coat. lle opene.l
his coa-i; anC gave the cfear plasiic case vith the decr hicle in
it to laura. Laura toot; i.t and laid it on the couch, Sone peoDle
knelt and other people stoocl. Iveryone l_oolred at it.

The deer hidc vas 3 inches high a.:r-rd t2 inches lor]g. The
hide r'ra:j faded a liti1c, but rerlari:ably Hef:l_ preser-ved. On
the suooth siie of the cieer hide, tl]ere 1?erc core :Lines d ra!,.,n
rrj--bh sone l{inC of red dye that had soalied_ j,n-bo the hlCe. Tt.}c

lines clearly indicated a nolrniain on the :l.cft, tiro s,r:reans
near thc boitoti, and a l_on: riclge in the upoe:l r0iddle an.1 rr-gh-L,

"I could sr-ear live seen that nlace beforc,'r said- Ton,
tTherels no-t nu-ch to go on,r' sard Gra_nclta Jaclr, "but by

coc, it (loes looli fainiliar...,',
"Itis got ihe salre S curves in-bhe strca:rs tha.l ny paintln3

has, I' saicl t.;ary.

"llut tha-trs noi 1)ossib1e, iE it?,' saicl the profcssor.



r'lrfI flo go-b yor.r:r ])ainting ii.ary, " s.rid iiate. She hrrieri
do'.!n the half -Lo go urstail:s.

rrl-ool;,'' ..!iI l,au1'a, "that llor"ultain on the lcft really has
t!'Io pcalis rf l.ou looi! cloije..,.,'

lia-be rel,urned l,ri-th liaty's paintir'1s. She se'd it ot.r flre
couch nel:t 'ho ihe deer hide,

"l,ooii,( sa-id Torn, "the X ot'r 'bhe cieer hide nabches the
clearing in l,ar}"s pa:nting lriterc a sna11 firc 1s burning.',

!'This is hard to believe,,, said the l)i'ofessor.
"The na-,r and the r)ainting ai:e so close , ,' saicl l(ate , r,ii r d

be hard to believe ihcy arenrt tllc sane t)Lace,I'
"Could i-b be Dosstb-l,e?', sai.(l the Drofessor.
"AnC iihcl'r a person folloireci a nap of Root l,:an Cha:11iers,,'

said CranCi)a Jaclr, "they ah,;ays founo-. irhat hc said }rould be
therc . I'

"llu,t, " sald lon, "lots of DeaDle go 'tirere, a"nd no one

else has seerl anyibh3 lil:e 'xhat :ioot i,1an Charl,ie salr. "il'n going to call and get '!he iieather','r saicl :iate. She

rlent into 'bhe liitchen.
She ',rasn 

r 

" 
gone -l-ong. She callle baclr sriil-ing. "Guess r..hat?

All thc siroirs go.ing to r.1e1t. The !,'ii'rd bl-ci? in 'rraril air fron
the south, a.nd j-'L's goin3 to be near 60 ancl cl.ear for thc nc]lt
fev days ai :LeaE-I,. I'

"But therc r 11 be snolr a-l-l ov.r -bhe Blue llidge i'arl(!/ay
ihat i?oar-b :iie 'r,I' saicl, To!4, r'iloiJ are lre 6Joing io get there?,!

"..'c1-1-..." saial .-atc,"ver1l. fe-L sone-thing 1.ri--th foui' vrlcel.
cl!'.ive and tlit chai-n; cn j,t . Tlta" r l-1 lyolt:i, lron r t i t? ,'

'tStill, ia.ici Torr, ""}le-rets gatos that close off Lhat )a.r'L
of the 1)a,rl!iray du'aing 'iil1c ',rintcir. , . . r'

,,1'ier11 tar:e cjla.:Ln cllttcrs an.i a hacla sa',r,!r said Stanley.
"I can'-t bel-ieve I'.-r listening to this,', saici the lro:r:esror.

Ther] hc said, "lut l'rhat if r'/e Cot cau3hi. Thct/'11 uever belicvc this,...',
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t'licrl-1 $hor.r 'cm thc elf ,., said lon, ,'they'1t bclieve 'bttet,.'

"B!r-t lre could ect stucli ulr there.,.,!, sairl 'thc professor.
I'Dul,," szliri li.Le, lool:ing a'b Clca,r l'tater Lying on thc fi.reDlace

man"ei, !'heis hurb... at least ne ought to 1J?11,,..,'

"f rra foL it,I' said GF,]l(l1]a Jacl:.
rlrc'fl Co,tr oaid To:1.-ald ll..-'y,
r'So i!'-il-l ire , " said Stanl-ey and laure,
nrr* -^i-^''I r t)o ,J;, ,;aLG j-auc.

"Can f go too?[ a6]:cc1 Jennifer,
r'11er11 alf go,r' said the professor. "8,'t I'rha-t about Dylan

and StDrlr.'/ "
irThey can stay at rry house,I said ljary.
I'But l/hat rri-],1 you tel1 your paren-bs?' asiied, Ton.

"ll!!:xr....I' said S-tanfey.
!0h.,.n said l,rary, "...vhat if 'bhey rrouldntt :Let rne go?"

. "There is 
"hat 

chance,..." sai.d the Drofessor.
I'Alld,'r said StanLey,"to explain a1! this to anyone else

'lvould talle tiue. The e1:l could be dying,"
r'lh!-1rn....fi said lia'de.

"itell, { said l,aura, rr1 linov soneone '.,'ho Hould talie the
liids ';/iih no quesiions asked.,, and \re coulcl just leave her
an era?Lanation in an en'/elope in case of ai'] ernergei,tcy. . . . "

i'in'ro t s thait " asked Xa te ,

nlre)le . tr

I'Sure, o $ai.1 iiate, rrthatrs it. Stil--l-, \7e night not fin.l
the libtle oeople right a\xay....'l

iBut r./e necd to go as soon as I)ossib-l-e," said Stanley,
',and lie neecl to try -l-ooliing as long as l?e ca.n. . . . ri

I'You riiean days,..,"lt' said thc l)rofgssor,
"If rre ryere up there for nore than a day, ny Darents vrou-ld

bc r?orricd s,icl-. ... " cai.d l:ary.
fiTheyrd ])robab]-y cend out an ApB," said Tom.



nl,/efl -bhen, " riaid tia-Le, ,,if r.rc r.,r1 into .brouble up there,
l?er11 klloir sot:leo4c is loolring fox. uo."

"AnC lrene lrilt. be abir-c 'to tcll 'Lhen l::here -to 1oolt,',
said la'ura.

"But soneone r:ay get hurt looktlng for u$ up.Lltere,', said
the t:rofcss or.

"-ItIs !ocslbfc,,, sa-j_d- cra-ndjra Jacl!,
iAff f cail say is that litife e1f be.tter no,l, dj_sappear

lrhi:l-e ue're u! there trar,rpin3 around looi.ing for his tribe...."
said the.rofcssor.

"Then i'trs se'Ltled,,. sai(t Ton.
r'oh, no," said :Laura su.1c1enly, "I forgoi all about uorlr.

1r!i su-r)Dosed 
"o 

lro!.i: totrorroi?. ir

'rl;e too, n saicl S-tar.)_l,eJ',
(And.lrve got-iio 1.rork on ThursCay and lriday.,.." said [ary.
n"rel1,' saicl Crandpa Jacl!, "thi5 is a fanil}. energcoc],.

Te1l -i;hen Jou'll be ou; of toi!,1 for a felr ciays."
They al:l- loolied aij each oiher an.t laugl.red.
r.llell, r/e coufdn.t rea1ly tefl them the truth, coulcl rre?'r

said Stanley.
"ilel1 then," said tia"e, "!re.ve €ot a tot of things to do.

llerre go-i,ng -to neeC er-:ira cloihes, slce'Jing bags, and food
for at l-eact fou:: ria1.s, €!,Id enough to feed... eight ])eople.',

I'Can you slip inio your i]cuse ancl get sone things irithout
you-r Darenio finaiing out lrha.t you're cloing?'i Ton aslied i.--arlr.(I clonr't .inou. .. .', said i;ary,

,'iie-t_:l-,', said Lelura, ,'!rhy donr,t I brlnc e;rtra clothes fot:
you? "

"An('l teive go-it an cxtra slco?ing baaj,,, said Iiatc.



"Thxr -r 
r-L l- ;i-cr. i; g iol blr -to:.I]lorrory at_..i tcl.1 thcl I'n go,i_,.t11

ou't 'r,1"lt ,,.oir ior. .ilte 
c:i-.ii c:]tg ci-i , ', tai"ci i,al:J,.

"-1, 5u-cils r.o cu:t;lti 'tc iic L $otlc clcci) re]], i' s?-j-i ihe ._iroicsJor.
"lluL eoticons cuall t -io siay u.j !rj_-i,lt .iltc e-t.i ltet:e. . . . ,,

r''ir'e can talie ohiti-t:1,,' arai(1 .ia.tc,


