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The ne,':t nornill5 evcr)'oilc \?as u! carly. :rirst 'thinc,
laura, i.'ho ha(', -thc :j,ast shi-it 'r'r8. 

1: ch-i.rUj C.i cat: ,latcr, infornaci
everl.onc tbat irc s til-T- har-d ltot tilovei. Sc 1;hi1e ,iate and Granrll.a
Jac:r ggt sol:le cs.gii, toas-t, a.r1d ccffec toge l,l-ica in the kitchcn,
the professor llclDed f,aura preDare Clear ;ia-ier for the jouncy
ahead.

Irirsi, they ca:"efuf1y slic- a rfaying car-'d llndei: Clear'rlatcrrs
bearsliin rob?-- ';ihich hc vas s-bi:l-l lying on-- and thcn -ti,cy

ialed Clcar ::a i;er -bo il-ie p:Laying caird, r'r1il1 srial,l Ban.1-trids
secu"ecl !.'iih Sco-iic].] tale, Then th.Jy taped. tlre r)laying card
io the inside bo'btolr of a cigar. bo::. Thcn'they crrt l.e?]to ii.r

t]!e l]c ol -thc cigalr boi, an.i a hole in thc cen'tei: of the ecige

of t.ne llC. I'ina1Ly, tllcy tied sorc t',,rii')e to the holc in 'rirc
lid . -tn tilis $ay, evel] ,if they haC to i/a-],:r ovell rougi] terrain
in bad xeather, 'the elf vould be ?robee-bed filoll further injuricr,
arlC protec bec'i frlo::1 -bhe !,jeather, bu,-t stl-r-l ha1'e plcnby of air,
And thcy cou,1d casili' chec:: throu3h -thc vei1ts and see if he
lraE sii],f u:,Iconscious or noL.

At about f:C0 a,n., -{aie and CralliDa 'facr; hacl bi:ealrfast
ready. So , oi,e by one, eve ryboa.y eiot r','hat thcy !rante(: anci tiron
vent inLo the dinins roon to eat. The cigar bo:: co,1-taj.ninJ
Clcar'.raier lra9 b:lor-lgj-rt lnto the dining ::oor,r and set (ioln on

thc tablc, a,1d',rhei1 thc :lrlofesrsor canc in-to Lhc dining roon
n'ith his eaSsr and ioaEi he sat io,.m nc::t io it 9o he coul(l
1oo:r a'c C-l-ear iiater.

lilthough cverJronc r'/a,s tirec iron -l-acli of s:l-eep, ihere 'rras

an unusually quleb al,.roslhcrc in the .lining roon oncc evcryone
vas thcre ai]d had bcgun'uo ea,t:. ljs-occj-a1ly 3r-l-cnii for a groul)
of reol]-c ,.rho ri3l1" be d:iscovoirial e, 'L:ribc of li'b-blc 'Jcollc
lrith ',r'in3s 'ti.ra't cia;'. Thi-$ q'Jict a'troslhcrc did i'rot flo unnototiccd
by the Ijrofess or.,
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llven-Lual..l-:,., lie clcaired 1'Ii$ 'lht"oat to sr-.otli,
rr4hcr:l, ul1, cvc!'l'onc, uh.., Lltcrers sotirol;1.)ini; .Lhe-l I'C

Lilie to Fa,y a.boul, -,:.ha t t..rc arc ihinr:it1j aboui .:,o_ing toaiay.'!
r'].'oi.', " cctl'.t j,tiued thc Puoiessot", ,'I .lonrt itant you ,to

rlislri](icrtj tatlcl . f havc never scen anyth-ing -'1,:ilie thi-S c-t_f beio.,:.e
in:rl/ li-fe. llc.s hu:.t ai1.i surcfJr he necds hclD as socit as
possi'Dle. f ac:ree 'thatj iL 1,,'oulc1 bc be-tteT to tuy anal re-Lu.i-]
hin to his trab3 tlten to secli nedical assis.Lance herc at-rC risl:
the elfrs frceclorrr. An{i ai,r e:airencly unusua]- coincecr,oilcc oi
even'bs has e-:jpargl1illr even giveir us ihe :inolil.eciee of ,...here

io i.ool: iou tlle -itribe. 'DLrt, f cannot .feny that ny orl11 iersotla,
cur.iosi'i,y-- a,-t t-)ossibly ta]kirg lri.th the fii,rle people, an.l
lealrnir'lg a.boui 'iaab .iance-- is ru-nning fau ahcad of ny.,. uh,
vell, c orr:lon sence. This rray be haplcning to all of rr.s, so
T -ithou3i'rt I I (l bc-t Ler say so,-rcihing. ,

llo one he.(i any Ll'Iii']g to say yeL, 60 the !ro.iesso:. ccntinue.t-.
"rihab f nean iE, -the l{a-i;ional far:i Service Dute .ihose

gates u,r) and closcs doir-n r:cct:iotrs of ihe parliiray dunj.ng ihe
'!T.in-ter" for a reason. 3ccause iis dalgerous, Cf course f
don'L l;nou hoir clangexous becau.se lrvc ncver been ur there in
the ni.liile of tile 1./inter. Stl1l, evci.l iriili tjle varlrelr ienDei.e_tu:tes-- ',
and hc:laused ]ong enough to notice, tilrough ihe clinin3 room
lrindoli, that !iaic1" iras noi/ CripDin3 steadily fron the roof
gutier--"l,,'ho linoris irhat probfens all the rae 1tii1g snoli nlijht
ea.use? An.l it,s rtil:L going to be cold a.L night. And there
are no Dhc:res out ihere to call for he1!, Oite lit.tle accicicnb
can i;urn ii'i-bo ar. rea-l- big one lrhei,l -th9::e rs no cne clsc tTithln
trienty five nilcs, and yourrc stran(lec1 in the noun-tains cluring
the 1/r4-i;er..., tll'lat :[ mea]1 is, this is serj_ous... atrd sl)calfing
of Berious, ii lre ge't caugh'b breal.i,inai .'6hroujh ote of those
ga-i;cs ur therc , iite lr I l_l_ be hard on us . . . . jle 're {iettin: in
real clcel here , aJl.] raybe evcryotlc ::ea]:izes it, ancl ,,ian1rs to



go ehce-.1 ailJ-L;ay, but.., .['r:: bc3,i-111'1ilii] iio th:inli this is all ju.:t
a li-t-blc bib o11;sjcle ny a.ca of,..abllrty.... Surc, Lre mi:ht
be ab:J-c Lo (lo i t , but 'rrhy lloi jurt let .rn onc ou ti?o r)eo l1e
llho lino':i a1:L 'Lhe riBlls? ,'j o rrc doiri clo any',jl]ins... that r.'e

coufd h"-ve avoicle(i..,.r'
Ivcr:yonc had bcen :l-i:l'ienin!: closc:.y, and i-b \7as c:rc.r!' by

'bhat an.:L the si-l-eirce that icllol/cd that thc lJt:ofc$sor had
br:ought u'D feej-in5s and d.or"r-b Ls that had clossecl evcryoi]ets
niilcl .

F inally G:'ar]ri:a JacL spolle,

".i:LanIs right, " he saj.d, "-ii1i3 is ser,io-115. lio one should
talie another steD irithout linolrinG the:rrl'e got a good g|in or')

]rheiir con$or scnsje. If the ?eather: lrurns su-.lCcnl-y iyh j-1e

verre -dt 'bhc.e, and sorneo:1c sta].s outs:Lde -Loo long, they righ-l
'.lteeze lo death easy. ?etrc t?.1liirlg about being in'the !1oui1-Lain.,,

illu-t -lherer.j soncthilrg f r.l filie to say -too. ite donrt
evcn lino,,r if -L;here is a- -bri-bc of li i"1e Deo.-l"e u9 ihgrc , nuch
lesE ',ihat 1;heir ria1,r of li-fe is lilie. But I feel fo|L]ra}l, in
a vay-thab I canr'L e::plafn, T thint you al-l linoir ,.7ha,t I lnea,n.

AE caref u-1, as treo?"]-e lJcrc 'Ltel-l,lng 'chc s tory of fJhe i,aii-b !:ap

oi :,oo b i:lan Chajrlig, I there stil-f 'i'ere a lc' l, of peo_rIe -l,hat

fourlC or1t. ilayll3 ihat'5 a 1oi of -Deople 
-bhaL ca]'] be i;rus'bed.

I don''t lino,,r. Bu-b trhat r?a-s just a s'boiry. This is the real-
'l,h ing ,

"l\or/, i?e have here e-igh't !eop-l,e-- not cou.ntin3 Dyfa4
or Sirory-- \'ri1o ca.r1 un(iers-ianC rrha-t lin tallring about, I
bcl.ieve -i;nc i)coDl-e .iri hcic eoula liecp the trj,bcts locailon
to ihen$a\ vcs. A1-r.l l,re iqay iJa.n" -to, llecar-lse j-:i ue f ind the tn:ibe ,

rre nay f:Lnd a. beautiful bu-t fragile 
"7ay 

of :l-j-le thzri could
not suivivo conir3"ct Ji-lth a l-ot oi bi.: pcool-o ovcr a 1oilg teriod
of -Lirlc. A lrholc Lribc of tltLl,e ireolLe nay live or dic by
lJn21, '.le clarC1cie.
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"And ie-st rj-ght I -thought -;his all ovcr, inclLrrtii.lg.Lhc
ris:rs ti]at A-l-aln neniionned, and I clecldccl that .the thoughi of
big peorlc teaitinai iha'L rlace ii-r the llountaj-i1.j arar.t l.oo1:itrg
for the lit i;:l-e neople lilie t;ley rtere rjlacr-e of go-t_c1 or sonething
scai.ecl ne not:e thail -bhe thou3ht of ny or.,l.t deaih. l,t1d so I
decided that il.rn going to gil'e j,t a tt]', cvcn if i,us the last
tlring f do; because if the lifc o! lJl<i.'bc dep<nd1 6t1 srlen < qloout i1: _

locatior,, ancl f linoi, I i?oi.rrt tell, I :figure I oughi -Lo at lcast
try before ve bring solte peorle in ol.t this trho nay not stay
quiei.

!'So,.. I',:1 going. And lrve got to asti you all right nol!'
for a s-traiAht at']sije:.: Ird rather find out holr it is rrith thc
J-iit1e peonle before 1re rlsli tcl.l,in€i aryone e1se. Anct that
nea.ns no let1;cr of ela!]-anation :ior lJaryis larents. or .fopranyone

if \?e donr!- ge-t bacli iir -l;ine. lrm no't usu,a1ly a hard nan, bui
it 's tirre to see l..'here i,to all s-Lan(l he:re , I hope everyone
rril]- i'roi hesitate to speal{ fz'eely. In nly booli no one is less
liked for be.lna true to their feelines",,.,'

Everyone 1.:as s iui,l]ted into silencc by 'the change in GranC)a
Jacli. Eycryone lras so used- to 'Lhe fighthcautcd side of his
natu:'e; a.nct no!y, Gran.lpa Jacli llas (tea.i seuious.,. dead. seriouij.

'rI be1ie.ic," said 'ihe p?ofessor finally, ',that Granclpa
Jacli has spolien his -it:ue feelings on the subject." Then ile
looliecl at Jacl: and €:ti-led,

There \;as a shof'L silenco.
iucll then," salci the professor, r,anyone fiant ijo be fiusl,?,,
Clear i.rater, lyin€ taped inio his cigar box traveling

conlartnent, silently a';raited thc dccigiorlo. lle li'as sti11
u1'Icorgcious,



i,;c1-1, OajC 3t.:I-t.elr fin..l_-,y, ',th-.j 1./ea.ijhc:. rcl,ort FJaytr

cLea:a eJ1(l ! r'rE c a.li o:13,\ llr i,.'..t:u for ihc ilc]lt .ih:lec Cayri, ,irr.b.,,
lleathel rer:o-:ti ha-lrc bcc.'1 !I1'o3a- bcfoi:c.... 3-i_i.-r_1, :! rt.1 vi i, J-cl:.
:lrr !o1.1C, a-i'ir-i i-1o -t-c-t;crri oi el:-tlaita-.l,iol-i, "

,Si.],crtcc.

lhcn '!or.t. "- ;. io-]-,t. a,r'e spenciinl; a -l,oi of rioney for rto
to be a t co11c6e lealtniuG sone.rlt j_i-lg. Du-ij if f havc the cltatlce
to save sor.rcoi:e's :l-iie, and I doilt,c do i-t, I havci.l't :Lea?ne(i
any'thi:13, ,1rn.] I ''::-r.in:i Jacli I s rigit-l; , !/e neeal to thinli abol|b
-thir Ju:r's ll'ib...., ,e'11 nalic i-i;. ff those eaufy ojto;lcctor's
can do it, so cat'l !,'c, Iri_'t goi1.t3, and no le.bLcrs o:i e_.iD1ana-l;ioi.l. "

rr',i'e.l 1, ', saiC iauu".. r'-Lri t]ot going io heaf abou.b -tttj,s

one seconC hati.1. Bcsiicles , yoil all ni.gi.tt nee d soilconc a:t_o!-)g

to l:i-locl: sote seuse in-io you-, ltit goi113, and no 1et.Lcrs oi
e>:]):l anat io:1. "

"Ancrl. 1r::t goi-ng a1c:-rg to i-!e l_'l laura,,' said liatc.
i.:a-ry ilail cilen'u:ict a tlo::cni, tjten ,.jhe said, ',f he-1.-r 11

j us-t havc to urdei.sianC."
Thcll Jcl'tnife!- sai-.i, "Iou're not going to tcil. ne tha-L

Irn 'boo you-nj. . , -the Ii'I.lLians llad ;;ids and bhey lived througa
thc lrln-tet: a,l-l- ri,Sht. . . . ,'

"ile-1,1, " sai.'- 'bhe ltrofessol: iii.'th a sigh, r'S^ nilcir for
cor,lnon sense,I 1!ni iitcn, {iie1l, 1re betterget novins hcl.e...
-l.et I c har.'e -r:atc ra-l:e a l-is i of a1:1- ,,r'e neecl and tho,.l chec'i
'their off vircn they gg o:'r io the-- uhatevcr i,re get . Lr1.1, beiore
ue Sc't s'rar"b.Jd hcre, docs anyonc l:notr ultere rre catr get a gur,
or a riflc? "

":I irave a -rrif :1,c, " said cr:andjra Jacli.
" :aid thj:r!ofLr:tor.

lli,ere l'rc:ae itaay ib j-I-)gs to Co, b..li eve:yone noved quicl:ly.
llhile cl-oLhcs, sl,eeDiil3 bage, allC food 'jjere getting cotlectcd
toJcihor, :ie"ic naCe sono cal1o, anC discovcltecl an ct:tcrgetrcy



nuinbor rh.r coir.l-d cal.l l;o font f o',1.' iiilecl- clrive vchiclcs. l_i1C

yc.i r ar:cc.loir ilcn'i:-a-Car in rloore i1a(L ti'ro iL'oycta ?ctEcf rlasons
ai ll.a,95 a (ial7 p-r-us I 6tJ a ni.l,e . iiui r1o, chain.i did nct cor.l.
rith 'bhcn,... So ;ia-tc aCdecl :ou.i se'.s oi chaii]s to Lhe era,riitg
llsi of thi-r::s ne c('lccl a, t 'rhe s'to:-e , !cside.: ioocl tlta-t -i,].leJr

needc(l. bo buy -Lhen, vei"c : f ortr sc ts of ti-:.c chains , thuec
pai:.s oi rubl-ier boo'as, Eln cr,rcrgo,]cJ. i],arc, 200 fc. t oi ltopc,
e::tra f.if1e |111].ct5, ar1 e:itita sial-f r orte.bl e bacl:t)acrier Btovc,
2 gallols of l:croEcne, an c:.tra. l'Iatchc-L, a i-.or-i;abl,c bo',.' sa'rr,

an ei.tra hac:: 3a',r b-l-adc, cliain cut-i:cro, an ener^CcitcJr fiz'st
aid lij-'i, I ',rhlstles, E fiAhler:s, an er.bra fl,ash1i3ht, a-nd

J sc bs o:!: ba-t teries. lil1en a:1.1 il-rj,s lias aCclcd to Torx's bac:i:-.ecli
'ceu-b, bacl:l)aclrer s'rtove, la.i'rte j:n, ai,d hatchc", ancl Grand.la Jaclirs
,22, :ia1;e jlc:l-i thel,' \'rould be reacly :llor th. sorsi. jlveryonc
haC agrecd.

. oncc thc list !.ras corpfete, the ?roiessor, foir, anri S tairielr

the Toyo ta :la3cns ancL the thin3s on 'r'he f isi. Stai1,l,ey \,ras

put iil clra-rge rof the e1f, anci so he carriied out the ci3ar boli
corl-Lainin3 C:r-ear i,'ater rrhcn hc lef-t. By 9: C0 a.n. , \rhcn they
1efi, the iiain roaos lrerc cleaz', ani. evcn'Lhe snoT lcfi oi-r 'Lhc

roads ',,'as beg:imri-n.3 to nclt, bui only rr,hcre tl']e sun iiac shirin5
on i'1. l'ihi1e 'al\eJ \1e?e out , stanley rias Go1rlg to .go blr s b .

Sirlire-rrs Caie, an.l -irell then he 'n'ou1.1 be SoinS out of toi,m i)ccause
of a l2,niLy cr4cr€icncy, anC. iha'd he coul.L bc Sone a.j long as a ircelr.

ilcani/hi.l,c , i,aura rade hc'ir call io -bhc llospi-ta-l i ty Houcc,
vher:c slre lrorl;ed, ai'!.] oari(i the sarie thil'I.3. :.lar). dccided sl-ic'(i
lrait un1rif Llls :l-ast ninu tc io )!al:c her ca-l-l . Then, rihl:l,e Lary
1?ent hone to say hi a!1T.1 'tell her ?arents sherd, be out all
afteri]oon'Jr-th lioir, Gr.r-n.I1)a Jacli fire.1 ujr bj-al Valiant-- vhiclt
vas ru4nir]: bc-ttcr afLer ;{ate discovcred :fhat tho llutrs lrel:c
gappcd -vii:on3-- anci Jacl:, iiaic, :i,au-ra, an.i J.nnifc|Loo} lylen
an(l Story ovcr to r,aurars flr.ien(i Ir:cne ro. lrene acccr)'Lccl ,y:Lar1

and ti;orx. iliih no cluestioils astcd. r\l.f .i1c said- t/as, "You iu:jb
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let roe linou rchen you \rat'] b 'then bacl;. ,, thcn Jacli, i(a_*c , Laura
and Jcnnifer I.ren'ij off to the store for food,

r\11 'birc errands lret:e alone by 1lr0o a.n,, anci the tr?o four
Vheel drive .,.ehicles lrere paclied a.nci reacly by l2tOO noon, gy
then, the sun iTas shi_lting bright alld lr'arn, and the sliy lras
clear irith just stra1l scatte!'ed clolr.is.

".'Jvcryth j-nc is load-ec1 and o jleclie d ofi, " said tiate .

lvcryone 1?as oliiside standing by -bhe cars, excelt i.:ary,
lrho ryari in calling ihe restaurant '...'llere she uo]thed, and .Lhe

professor, ',.,.j1o had put a.n onen bag of dry ca-t food in the 1aul1r:ry
roon !]4ih lluffin, ai'ld then Conc out to l.rait on the frou.t porch
so he could loci: the f:'ont door.

lrlJllat do you tllinli, Jacl!? " aslled Stanlol'.
"Arc you brinSing ihe deer hide nap along, just in case.,.,?"

aslied Cran.ljla .Tacl!.

"ycl. -trs .rn therc," xaid.lrairlcy.
'rT)tej.r \,/erre read.y, r' said Gran.lla Jacli.
l:ary ancl the Duofessor joiileC evel:yone.
ItlJe're all set then?,' ithe professo3 aslred, looliir.]g around,
!'Yep,'r said :ia tc .
I'Ye?, " said Granclpa Jacl:.
I'AnC ve i;noi/ ho';/ to get 'there?,! as1:ed thc Drofessor.
I'Bo'th Ton and I lrno',?, " sai.f Stanlcy. ile and Toit r/ere goinG

to be thc driverc.
I'Do \]e have a nap, in icasc l1'e get :lo5t?'r a5:!ed thc lrrofessor:.
" ic--1.,." sai.l- ';aie, "1 ciidnr-1, checli for -bhat....,'
(Thcre i3nrt one in the glove cormartment, " sald !orx.
lrJacli, co'111d you get oi-re out of your car?,' aslrcd -the profeseor,
"Get one froin our car, too,t' said, :iate.

Final:r-y, at a fittle af'ber I2:0O noon, ti.ro r'our wheel.-,_clrive

'Icyota Tcrsil- iTagons-- l-oa(iecl, Colm .;lith g peonlc, el.tra clothes,
s].eepinll ba-iis, food, canping gear, cinorgcncy equ-iltrent, anC an



uilcorlocj.orro elf -La,.c(i in-to a cigo-r bo):-- bacl:c..i orrii of the
rrrofefrso.ris .iirivct,r.J', ai,(i bcaja.n ther1' j ourito j-t o: rar(ls ijar4's
linob. IiT olic lloyoi;a: To:1, .:e:llr, .iatc, a4d Cuat1.iia Jac", 1vj- tir
To,-:i drif ir'!3. Ii.l -L:1e othe:l Toyo l,a: S'tan1ey, ],aura, iho rjroiesaio:,:,
arl.r Jenn.i.lcir, ';ri,-l;h 5'danlcy (ini,vii13. 'i'heir Dl-en: 'Ia'lc -l-C5

southcaFt u-r'rb i-l- tlrcy Jri-i 1!t1 ,,.asi c]]ossi.rorc. ti'ren tal:c l,9ll, ol'cr
an(i conncc-t vi i;'r 19J, a,il.i r.i.ic 'il.iat -through ll,.ri'r3vil-1e 'io 1,9,23,

Tl.]en',rai.e 19,23 sou]th -io risheville, and conncc-i irith llt, 26 sou-'ch,

l?!'on 'bhere thcy ',rou-r-d iolloir lt . 26 souih to 191 sou'd]l, ancl

L91 sou-'th to the rE!:l:ira.\., abou-i; te4:rilcs eas'c of iit, :isgah.
once cir -Ljhe par:l:rral', ihey holed they 1,roul.lnr't see any !ar:.
rangers. But if tirey di"c1, i;hc professor hacl a- canera iriih
hin, an.l he r,,'as goirlg -to be a na'tu-re photogra.phcr lool.ing for
snoi,r pictures. ris fo:. brea;lin3 thllough any .5aies acros9 -bho

loarllr'ray, they haci cllain cuLters anci a hacli sar,?, and a loiLa
ho2c thal Lhey rlolilcinr-t bc eeci'].

Althougll tire suii lras coniinuallJr nelting slrov as i.t shined
through -bhe afte:'noon, the driving lrent sfov, llven the major
roads stifl had snorr that \ras packed dol.m or hadntt nelted in
places, so travefing sDeed in generaf ilias nuch slo\?er -than usual.
Stil], al,1 feft they were doing vel1 \yhen, at 4:J0 p.n. in the
afternoon, they sTopred for gas at an,lxxon sta'iion on -it 1t1,
headi.ng south.

i'tTe11, this is it," said the professor, "Another half an
hour at the ]nost, and lietll be at the parklray, And if the gate'..j
cl-osed, ve11 then, vetre going to saii it opefi and keep goj-ng.
Anyone go+ any last words?"

"1've got thc sa'r,- all rcady to go," saicl Stanl-ey.
Ilf therers an.I,' other care , or an rarlgeu, r/e just'Ju:[l into

the irrench Broad overlook, ri€lht'? " asLed f,aura.



sai(i,Iotn.
rrlie r 1f make it , i' saiC Gr.i.1dna Jacl{.
I'Is 'Lha'd litt-1.e guy still- ul'lconsc j.ous?" aslte.l the profossor.
Yep. Thc tittle guy 'vas stil.l unconscious.
The t!,'o Toyot:r6 resuned thelr journey. iri.nal,l y thcy

got to thc pa]lhlray turnoff. A sign on thc rlght jlrst before
thc turrofl indica"cd brouble ahead. I-L sa,'LC: ,,I arlg,,'a1' Closcd.',
the tvo Toyotas llcDt gotiilg. They tulrneci onto the beginnins oi
the pa!'l.rlzr.lr allri8hi, but thcn the]. sait closed gates. An.1

another s-ign, this o]1e nuch bi3Aer tha! the first one. This
sign said: ilAil(:iAY el0SID i'OR fur',fi.fij]-, Coi,ISTitUCTl0N U:.ITIL Al:i1II. "
'Ihe tlvo Toyo-bas llu1led. over inio the Frcnch Broad iliver overloo:.
-[of a con icrcnce .

'rlon says there's another v/ay,ri sairi Grandpa Jach, as they
all grouped together, "]le's checking ii on the nap."

i'l,ooli ai the snov, (, said jiate ,

The ryind vras bcginning to p.ick up, and the afr was no
lon€ier',varD. Those riiho !/ere noL alrea(r,y lreai:iitg tlleir coats
or hats put them on.

"iJerre not eioing to get thez'e before Cark, vi1l ire?'i aslled
LaLlra.

"Donrt 'rlonry,I' se.id Gra:rdpa Jack, "ue leoltrt go aity iarth,Jr
thar] r'e can safely go. i'

To!1 lras shcl?ing Stanley the nel,r p1an. rlsee heue t{erve
got to get a9,23 aff of 40, and 'bake it to Ca-nton. fhen souLh
on 110 an.i Lelt on 276, You goi; it?,'

"cot i L, " said s-tianl-ey.

i!eani7hi,Le, the professor had incons icucusly erianined the
l-oeliinB sy.r-berq on thc parl:uay ga.tes. L hacl sar/ rrculd be
sufficient.

thev a:l.f fr.iled bacl. into the foyota;, atld non and Stanley



turrled thein alcund to hea() bacli uj) L91, By thc tinic thcy goL
to the ir.rtet.:reo-t ion of I1.C a:nd 2?6 it !,'as ? : 00 p . m, , anal it iras
clark.

lhcre vas a bl.inkirlg yellorr light at the inter:scction, and
a felr build ings 'rha-[ \r'c|e Carlt. 1'o]n, $1']o vras d rivir'rg the LeaC

Toyo'ta, pul:led into a cJ.earing in front o:i one of thc buildin::$.
Stanley puflc.l ii1 lrehi1ld hin. Thc confeitcnce iras short, ilveryone
agreed tha't they ought to vait unbll da1r1 1";r1 to drive vhat
nould surely be the two vorst s'trctches oi road on thei-r path.

flrice 'that night, once l,,hilc Lhey atc dinner, and once

right befo:ae thelr arrarge.l the4se:l-ves for s1eep, another
folrr irheel draj-ve vehicle drove up and sto.ped, its driver
checliing to see lf theJa ltere a1l rj.ght. IylC each iime, vhen
thelr aslred 'r-;he driver ll:lorJ 2?6 \.iau7 d be .qoing 'Lo!,rards Brevard,
'bhey got bhe sarc ansner, (firll b^ rough and slic]r, but if
you got chains you can sij-ll ..lrive it." 0n'that note, the eight
big leople in 'l;he -tvo lioyotas a-.rre"i1{aed bhenselves ai:long the
focd ard equiDr.erit in their snall o,uarier:$, a1'Id then, either
llere iortu-nate an.'l slel)t, or 1{9rc lefi a';;alic 'to conberplate
thc ir ia'(e.

At 7:00 a.n. the next norning, all of the eight peopl-e

in thc tlro Toyobas had ea"-ben brealrfast. Afihough fe\r oll the
big llcople had goL'Len niicll sl.eell, al-1 ha.L stayec iiari!. And no'.r

tl-re sui] ras out, al'id the ouiside air ryas begiilning -bo v;a::rn

up aJai.a. So To11 and Stanl-ei' got oui and lut the chains on,
all ihc lray around. Thei'] they irarned uD the engines of the
Toyo"as. Soon all \'/e-s ready. They pulle.-]. out and began driving
2? 6,

llot 1on3 af-ier the)' bcgan, ihey sar? ai] oninous large oran:le
sign orr the ri[]r'b side of 'bhc rca.i. Tt sai.l: BLUJ tllDGlJ l,i.:i i,iAY
CLoSlll T0 TillO1lGll T:iltFlIC Al OiVIi,iS CoUllTIioU;lt Tu:.iiifL.I' Th.iy
stol:)eri for a confeJ:ence. Toin 9a1.'., ".;e tionit nce.1 brrt a fe,r/
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ni:l.(js on lirc 1-.1y1;'.1r,U to rcach 31:r'ij ;inob fron thris cnirancc.
'Jhat rlay noi a.aiect u,l,'r ,So thcy llett goin-,

iro.rt of 2'16 lras ar,l. "ighL, .rsreclal-l-y l{ith tire chains.
A pl-oi! had b.cn ovcr. it once, eilC in .j or''re llaces the sno!/ ha.1

ncl-tcci .loim tc irhc roa.i, But soon the tr?o Toyotair began clinbin!
not 30 graduaf curves thai sl?itche.l bacl: ai1cl forth, aIXl Ton

a-nC liltanley di.ove very slor/. 3ut, cvcn ihough heavy 1'rater rui.loff
firon aLf the _!re cilitai-i,on causecl .ice r-,'a bches on the road, thc
fou. r'.'l-ree1 dr:i.ve ard thc chainE together r:rade passage possible. --

lrfteir ne{irly tvo hourE, they arrivcC near the ei-rtrzince io th.
parlr'ray. I6aii'I, this t|ae rigilt befoi:e thcl/ drove under the
ove:rDass and got on ti'lc entrancc ranp, tllere ',tas a s]l1al.l sj-gn:

"Parl,i1,,'ay Closed. " The i;'/,'o Toyoias }ept goin3. Thelr did not
see any other vehj-c1cs.

The tlio loyoias crai,'-l-ed a'L a s1o!t -llace up the uilpioi?eC en-lfance

rano, And then iuz'ned l.Jfi on io the Darli'xay. And -bhcn,

right in frcl'l l, cf theu, stan.ling liiie a jroxei1 sentry in beL\'leen

the blue slry bare tree rirountain su.nshire, ar]c -bhe all rtbi-te
unlllolled 1rj-nci5'i/e!t roaC, 'ras a flashy orallge closecl gate. tlle
tlro ToyoLas ;tof;.cci.

Stanley go'L out alr.l \?all.eC ovcr to the other Toyoia. ",to
oneis arounc. I'.1,1 have 'dhe loc\ off in less than five n-j.nu"ec. I

,ie drive tirroui:l}. t pusb ihe garres bacl( tcgethcr so bhat lt
fool<s .]-ihe nothiilg ever happened. ',ie drivc off. :t'n go,i-n3

to start noiy. lieep a goo.1 foo:iout, and ye1l if you see allyth.rng. r'

Then Stanley liont to irork. Grandpa J.lclr ]]elped. ]n about
five ninuies they had ihe gates olen. To:l and Stanfcy c1:rove

iire ToJrotas t}Irough. s ba-n1ey l]ea-t bacl: and lui thc ga-t.s

bacir 1il.e tl')eJi ';iere. Then thc iito loyotas clrovc on, sloYfy
but Eurely. lefore they had. crivci1 off -Lhough, al:l- ha(l noticed
the largc ore,nge si3n the--t 1'Ia.s on the siCc oj the l'oad near 'che

gatc . It said: I\];i|\f Cr,CSllD '10 Tli-lOUGlI Tli lirl0 AT DltVltrS

COUrU'liOil:1,:l TUlliiJJ, 10 1lIlnS -Ail iirl; llO ir'\.].r'.iiY Ll):IT3 lIHOllD lii:lS
I,0Irit. .
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1lor,! siai,ci -llrz,,t -bh. -bu.no:il to tlle 1_.arltln:l arca_ ioJ, Sam,s
Jir'lob 1,a$ r:igh'Lt af our-Io r-rj-lcltost /1.20. irro|t .Lhe sicn they linct/
they couid clz'.1ve l-0 ln-11e3 bet'ouc thcl' 1s3.a1]a,i a cloEc4 oif
'i;l.u']nc:1., Thc qncsticr-I ij;t.-J: holr !lat')]. l]]j-.1-os ''jo ui:tcDost ll-ZO?

The l'oyc'ras ditovo on. Sootl -thcy .!1.1, sa\y a rilerost .u.;icr on
the righ tj. Ls 'thcy go i closc , thc inf o].na,1j.ior) the:y' ucrc l.ootiing
for revca:]-od i-tse1f . 1'hat uilepost r/as nil_epo6t l+l-2. Tiloy
u-oul,a ualie it. l-0 ilifcs io un-bi-L tlie Darlirray r?as ciosed olf
by 'ru,]]nel coitc ir:.u.ction. B nj-les'6() the tr.ltroif to,,jarl,s linob.
So far, so €!oo,-.

lllhe lrenaining B rxj-1cs trere travelcd at an average of 10
nl.p.h., bu-t onl)r once ira$ !!l'lere any doubt iha.t they lrou,kl
nalre iir. I{ear: i:ti1eros" 4.-l-8, ice bui-l,ciL1p on a tall naisi-ve
rock lace a-i, -the e('ge of the left side of' tile roa_cl ha.1 causei
nu;reltouij :aocl; :aace fac l;ultcs , and ice a:rai rocL haci fall.cn and
scaL-bei'cd a-l-l ovc:f tbe lef'b sldc of the roa.i. But ot.i-]-y snal1
insigrliiicani cicces lay on the riallt-l; side oi the road,, and

9?.st;a[i., a]-thou:j;1 s or-noiri'la t risliy, lra;; DoGsible, The Lrro Toyolas
kcrlt,goit'].,

I{oi; Long aficr slferost 420, they cat,te to ano thcr c]-osed
gate across the t-.ar:lir,'a-y. 0n thc other side of the Aato :,;as

thc turnofi to ihc parlii-n;; arca ior fjanrs llnob. fhc Toyotas
sioPDcd. Stailej a:1d Cra,ncba Jacli goi cul and Stan:Ley sa';reci

throrig4 a secon.i locl!. fhe pr.ofeosor lloga_n caj-culat -'Lng ,rhich
posseiis:ion.i ai, hote hc Hou,l-d have ',to sc:11 -:o hch i-.aJr'.he fij.tcs
thejr rrerc ac curtl'tl a-t ing. Iiicn tire .Jo.,/oias i.rcue tht"ou:h 1c

gate, and Sterley again nut thc -tiro halves of iire gai;e bacli
1il!e tbey had beei-!. Then tile t,,ro To)ro-ies dro.,re on.,

F.ir.r..--'.1y, a't abcu'r l:l-:00 a.n. on Jasuair:y' 2, 1936,-t.n. i-no
toyotats arrivcd at the '.)al:':ing alca :eor ijanrs :;nob. Cleal: liaior
had bccil llo!1c ircn iirc 'br:i-be fon cii;h-i Cays, lie ha.d bc.n
lulconscj.oui ioit arbout 36 hours.
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Thc a:i)' !:as c:l,car, e:-i!l, iihc a.i'r h3.l ',ra?ttlc.'l ur1 to itcar.l.y 5C
(lcgrccil rritcre _,lllc../ t._cre. ,Jllt 3 gnoll rira:l ne:l.t jlt3, an.l ira.j squi-ch)l
undci' tllc biI llco')fcrs fcct. TlTc 1r-;-11(1 , '.lh:i.ch llad becn !! stcr,..lJl

breeze as s'tar-rl.ey anc1 c::ai1.lia- Jacli s3-i;eri tile ,'l-ocli on thc firs l,

gairjc, ';ra$ nolr jlrst ail cccasrioria1 ,l-i'ij|t brcerc.
ir:veryonc ha(i revi-e|Ied lrhat ti-rei.,r i.'oulC neecl and cv.:'yone

lincv '"iraL to cl.o. l.rood, ro_rc, c:atr3 Socl;s, containcrs o'l lic,roseiro,
the cnc::3c.':cf i'i::ub r:id l:ii, -ihe c|ier3ency il-air., tiro ilalShLi{ih'is,
an(1. the ei:tra ba-i-:.ries ';'e ,ire i,n lor1rs bactpacli. Tl'rooe iiho
didn I t he.ve ,;ra berjrz'oof hillilrg boo-tij pui on :rubber boo L:i over
'their sho.s. Thc ,.rea'uheir i.'as \rarri cnoush sro *hat healry coaL:j
ner"c not need.cC , l--u-ll 'ihey ,,7q.a car:r ied aloilg. Ton ha.L tlle
bacl:ljacl: on, L::r€|]'lci!a Jac]; carr-icc1 ihe failtei"n ai i-ts bo;:. Tho

proiesso:. carric(1 tile bolT sai'r. Stanley cariried the cj.:ar
bo rith Cfcar ,:oicr inside. Tileir :)lani go -to -the clcarin5
i..'hc:':e -loct i.ian C4al:lie bad secn 'che ciairc., an.i thcn yel1 for
the ]i-i-';l-e Deople irith lrinile io cor"1e ai'1d hel-r tiris inj,rre.i
rjlenber of their tribe. ri, after an houf ',lllcy sall ilo'ihillg arlC

hcalrd noihin3, thoy 'Joul-C sca-tter ana. ye11, t'b Hould ta,rlg

then ar1 hou|to ira"lli to the cle ar:iirg. ?ilei. rroril.l -brJr :f or conlac L

r/ith ihc Litile l.cor---l-e for iour hou:r.j. Tiren thcy rrou:l-.] llave
'to rc-Anorr.t-., ancl heaci bacl: u:r f!'orn -bhc cloarirlg 'to the Drotect j.on of
'bhe Toiio-talr. l1.c|yone had, a shistle a.rd a l-i.gh ljeir.

Cn thc af-lrer:r'Ioon oi .ia.i"l1,.arJ. 2 , 1.1?'6 , (il1d in.3 lla:/li ilelJ
inio ihe cavc ,r,'hc:re Lhe :l-f ir-Ll-e ;rcoplc of Toirlilaag f lved and

s:)?eac', bhc nei'rE. n'fhere are big pcopLc cl-o'.''i1 in the cl-ea,r:'rng,

and they a;re ca-l-f:in3 oui: 'r-:il, Lle peolle rtitn 1'/-lngs: ,/e havc
an iirjur:cd litt.le ler:scn lri-bh r,'inc5: l,l,ease helrlr" 'joon
evcryone j-n th. ifibe linery 'lhc nei?s. .l,.n.i then overyonc in
the tribo silenify, in thcir o1'r'r nj,:l..is, thouchb the sa:.re
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thou,ghii: I'i,ci thc big pco.Dl-c c or.rc tt.re]1, auC. brii,rg thc injurorl
1j-Lt1e irol.son insictc th-^ nountai.n io the trjbc.,, ,\n.1 then,
6uCdenly, vlteitc oltce there I'arc e.igllt bij reo:1e, standin3
togc'r,hcr ai1c1 holdi-ng an orlcn c:gar boti an a clearing ilcar the
base oi Sanrs linob, there noi, !,ras no-iihing.

Thc eight big oeople, sti:1,1 s'dendinj .Lo3ether, sudclenly
{ouncl- 'chs:irsclvcs in a darl! olace , ihai '..ras l:ii by snall torchef-,
'bhaL lined thc edces of theit: field of visj-on lilie stnce,clighis.

"Sorcthini Ita-,.-,,.a,u .e.jd Sta''l1ey.
As-their eyes got used to the Cj.fferent light, they salr

that thDy all non had a sct of winaj-s; aj1cr- tjlc 1iit1e e1f !,rarl

no lon3er: in the cigar box, but I'as l1ying on a Hoodcx'afted
cot ii, front of thcrl. The :lit-tle elf still- a-opeared to be ,r

unccn:reious, but no',? either 1rhe e1f had gotien blgs^er, or...
-lhey haci...,

Thcy foolied arounci. They ucre iit front of a house, a
lrood-en frarre co\rerccl. \rith a:-rirral sl;ins, in the centei: of a
largc v-il.l-age. I,rany oihcr little people \?i ijh vings t?ere iral'r.:ing
froln tl'Ie othe! hoLrses intc a lalge f:l-a-i; area in f::ont of -bhen.

Three -l-ii Lf e people rli'bh l?lngs v,'ere flylng 6otnr to,/a:r'Je tilen,
fro:r uil and to th. riahi.

.-(ate nu..iged her. husbelld, r'Sl.rou.-l-cl ve d-o anything? "
"-[ believe i]crve becn invited in s oricl-rl're -r.e . . .,', said -bhe

lrofessor, rrI suDtose \','c coulci thanli then. J etrs f,iai-b and sce.,..
Dancing 3ir.i, ilried U! Creeli, anC 01C C..ow flcv .ioim froil

the spirit hcalez.'ii locige aJtC lan.led i1.r froni of i/here Clear
i:later rlas lying. l-hei1 -thcy ju,ct stooc:i therc , r,/ai-bing lor thc
rest of the tri.be to gaLhcr in'to i'.\c !a!:ge f]-a-i; area in :lron-t
of the tz'ibal centcr lodgc . !inal-r-],', evcryonc 1.ra$ therc .

Dancing Sird rea-l,ted up to ihe co-b tha-t Clear rlatcr \,ras

lylng on. She -l.oolieC ai Cl,oar tiater. Thcn she looLcd at the



peoDl-c 'rrlto had. brou5lli Clear :la'Ler bacli Lo the ',,ribe. Shc
gavc thcirl l,.'a.':lt tit froln hcr lirc .,?ith tllc loolr of l_ove in her
eyes, ar1(i 'dhcy all urcr.ers'rood, Tilen sho slor?:l.y bu'u sut,c y
kncl t dor,,'l nel:t to il'rc cot. 3ltc lcai'led ovcr Clear ilater anci
loolied ai his face. fhel! sltc lrissed hin, Then shc leaned
bacli, and jLrlr b ioclled.

Everyone jus't 1oo:ieC.
?hen Clear l,'atcr: 'rro:!e up. Ile opene d llis eyes a.ncj sair

Da-ncing Bird, She '.ras sni1j.n3. ile snifed. He noved his
right airr s1orily, but enougi, -lro bec:ion her 

"o 
l.ea],l dolrn to

hear. tle 'bolcl her tire ansl','er -l;o his ques'c. She noclded hcr.
heall yes. She lool:e.l again to ihe lec:le iiho had brought C:Lear

,jater: bacli to tlle tribc. Then Ehe lool:ed over at Dried Up

Cree:';. D:aied Up Creeli bhon le-b foosc an unbransla,table
exc-l-aratioil ihai rouathly n.e"nt 'rie goir it nlljht I " "nd 

'bhe r'.'hol.e

tribe eciroed his lIeli iii'Lh ye1ls o:i tirej-r o';ri. The Dance of
a Ch-i-1c',rs Heari ?-l-ayirg i'roul-d soon follo,r. All the tri-be
but Daicin3 j]j-rd, Clea,r :;rater, Dried Up Creeir, and Old Cro\7

then l?en't to locaie their sDifit toteris anC DreDalre for the
Dancc,

"I r,'oncier lyhat hc said to hcr, " '.,'hi5De:ted, thg puoicssol".
I'ilaybe r'rc can asli 'ti1e o1.l- guy, " sa-i('- 3 ban1ey.
ilean',?hile, Llancing,'Jircr- re:ained uibh Clear :iater, carc;si-4J

his io]rcllea(i ger-rily, bu-'c cloini no thing noue. Cld Crol.i ioolr .l
quicl: :l,ooli at llhei:e the c1:rie.1 b1-oo(1 on Clcar ,ia'i;eris hFad 'ias,
an(l -then ffci/ o:f io a nearby lo:'gc 

"o 
get the necco:ja.y hcaling '

su-lpf ies. 'Ii'Icn Dr:ied Up Creeli '.ra|;e.1 up -Lo the big rcolle thai
irere irov 1itt.!c lcclrle.

]le l-ool;ecl at all of tj]cn a|] l-ie s.o'ie: rrYou have all €jiv.n
soiic bl]ing to lrongone \rho neodeci. You ca.i'l sec the haDDiness 'dha"
you have made. lie irish to bring you iralllitlcs5, Tf -thcre is
sonething ybli ileed, tell ne, and if '.,'e havc j,t to give, ve wi:l^].


