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keep what you need, You

T

give it, Cur way: give what you can,
may all stay Tfor as long as you like. You decide.
None of the big peonle who weire now little knew what to

Then Grandna Jack spokey¥ "I was wondering if we could

&L

introduce ourselves, and learn your name, and maybe the names of...."

and he looked over at Clear Water and Dancing Bird.
And so ti

the names of Dried Up Creek, Clear Jater, and:DancinguBird, and

1

he big people that were now little neople learned

4

LI

when 0l1ld Crow returned with healing sup lies, 'hey learncd her
name. And those four little people le

rned the names of the
people who had brought Clear Water back to the tribe.
"Is Clear ater going to be all right then?" Laura asked

L

.,

"Yes, he'll be fine," replied Dried Up Creek, "maybe that

knock on the head even did him some good."®

They all laughed. The big people that were now little
began to fesl more at ease., Then they noticed that the air
was warm were they were, and they didn't even need sweaters.

Those who had sweaters on toolk them off.
"OUried Up Creek, could you, uh... tell us where wec are

nov, " asked Xate.

"ie are in a small cave inside the mountain," said Dried
Un CreeX,.

"But how did we get in here?" asked Tom

"The whole tribe must have all agreed at the same time
to let you come," said Dried Up Creeck.

"And that did it?" as%ked the professor.

"Well, we don't understand the whole process. But the vhole
tribe .agreeing at once is surely a great part of it.®

"Can we fly with these wings?" asked Jennifer.

“Only if you want to."
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“Can the whole tribe... uh, decide us

baclk outside, and

nake us big again?' asked llary.

“Only if you want them to.v

"But they can do it?" asked ILaura

“Yes, " said Dried Up Creek.

"Hramm...." said Stanley,

The big peopnle now little had 1 many questions on their minds.
Tom asked Dried Upn Creek how long the tribe had been therc, and
Dried Up Creeck said, "As long as anyone can remember,® hen
Hary asked, "How is it that no one ever sees little people?"
And Dried Up Creek explained how +the little people were not
visible to any other living things except when the great returning
comet was within the orbit of the earth. hen +the professor
asked, ®*Have you all ever thought of making contact with big
people®" And Dried Up Creek replied, "ilost of us are content
as we are,"

Then Grandpa Jack asked Dried Ur Creek how the tribe survived
'hat did they eat? How did they get it? And Dricd Uo Creek
had answered that the tribe vpreferred animal meat and roots
during the cold months, and nuts, seeds, and greens during
the warm months During the summer months, nuts, seeds, and
greens were everywhere, and all the little peonle had to do
vas gather un what they needed, 2R00ts were also everyvwhere,
but they gathered up roots to store for the winter. As for
animal meat, when an animal died or was killed by another
aninal, the little neovle simply helped to harvest the remains.
Sometimes they ate meat during warnm months, but mostly meat
was dried and svored fTor the 'iL ter. Occasionally they had
fresh berries.

Clear Water als
how did they
mountains?

to bring Clear Vater to

big

now
All

41
vne

people helped to tell the

o had a question for the big people now little:

this nlace in the

story.
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When tThey got to the part about Root lan Charlie's man, the 1little
people could only gasp in astonishment. "In our version of
that sbvry, there is no map," said Dried Up Creek., And when
they got to the part about sawing the locks to onen the closed

gates on the parkway, Dried Up CreeX laughed and said,"Travel

0 0
Then the professor asked Dried Up Creek, "How is it that
le people are content as they are?"

"I am not sure...." said Dried Up Creek, laughing.
Everyone lau
"...but," he continued, "I can tell you what I know.

"I would like to hear it," said the professor.

it

Everyone, including Clear Vater, Dancing Bird, and 01d Crow
then became quiet.

"This lodge here," began Dried Up Creek, peinting to the
L

th animal skins that they were

=

vooden Irame house covered wi

all in front of, "is the tribal center lodge. It is here

because the people of Yopitla

G"Ll

have a way of 1life that everyone
e

—

e t
agrees on. Lveryone grows up learning this way of 1life

is: 'give whal you can, keep what you need.' And here at
he tribal center lodge, a place to discover if so
you have to give is something someone else needs. All kinds of

eeds are posted on the bulletin boards, needs for material goods
and needs for personal care. Also any surplus of material
goods or energy for personal care is posted on the bulletin
boards. The manager of the tribal center lodge then tries
to connect existing resources with existing needs.®

Here Dried Up Creek paused. "The person you brought

bacik, Clear VWater, he was the manager the tribal center
lodge before he left."

e
They all looked at Clear Water. He smiled.



105

_lv)—

"In this way," continued Dried Up Creck, “the peonle of
t in cach person in the village,

e

Yopitlaag encourage the love spir

P

and each person's love together grows a beautiful Yoritlaag.

LIREYS
W

-

live this way because it works. And it works Dbecause
few people ever 4brget that the love spirit is a gift from
God. And God's gift, something people cannot create, but
never Jlose."

Dried Up Creek becanme silent. ZEveryone was silent.

‘Then the professor cleared his throat. %“Ahem... now, uh,

if I'm prying into personal affairs, Clear Water," said the

(=)

professor, "please say so, and I will ask no more, but... but
0

0 wondering then, what you were doing out in tha

e

5
5
ot
i3
O
s

Blizeard;;:."
"It's a long story," said Clear Vater, smiling,
“But..." said Stanley, “"uh... could you just tell me one

thing: did you choose the professor's houze to fly into... or...
vigs it Justeeee®
“Pure coincedence," replied Clear Water. "By that time

I didn't have the faintest idea where I was going." He smiled.
Bveryone smiled,
Then The Dbig people now little all noticed that people

e

¥}

i
We

I

‘e beginning

'hey also noticed that,
while they had been talking, a pile of wood had been started
not far from where they stood. As they now watched, many people
now added wood to the pile, and it grew and became quite big.
Xe: ‘"llore than a month ago, Clear VWater

Dried Up Creek spok &
chose the crystal ball guest. The principal spirit a
gave him a gquestion to answer. He did not answer the gue

s
correctly within a months time, so he was asked to leave the



tribe, But somehow, he came to know the correct answer. And
as you say, you verec able to being him here

"ilhen a person ansvers the question correctly, the ”gi?it

healer informs the rest of the tribe-~" Dried Up Creek smile

"ew and all particinate in a ceremony called the Dance of a

[}
-

]
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Child's Heart Playing. Ve now prepare for the c¢
the Dance of a Child's Heart Playing."

"Is it okay for us to be watching?" asked Grandpa Jack.
"You can participate if you like," said Dried Up Creek.
"But we're not part of the tribe...." said the professor,
“"We think you are," said Dried Up Creek.

1

The vrofessor looked around at the other big neople now

"How long is the ceremony?" asked Hary.

[O]
0]

"The Dance of a €6hild's Heart Playing will last the rc
ekx. "Then there will be three

il
YHamm, ..." gaid the professor.

iy

"Alan," saild Xate, "We've got to go back. Ilary's parents

are already going to be worried.”

y for the dance?" asked Jennifer.

.L
There was a monent of uneasiness among the big peonle

Then Stanley said, "Dried Up Creek, if the whole tribe
together can agree and transport us from the clearing to
here and make us small, couldn't the whole tribe zalso
agree and-transnort our cars...."

Dried Up CreekX thought this one over., “Well," he said

7
"if that is something that you really neecd... we could try i
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vile could try justfransporting them in here," said Stanley,

1~

-

“and if it worked, then maybe we could stay until the end of
the dance, and then the tribe could transnort us home...."

“Hamm, " said the professor, "I like that. e would
definately leave the parkway and not get caught that way.

"1t would be a safer way to travel," said Hate.

vind if we drove we wouldn't be home until late tonight
anyway," said Tom.

"It's okay with me," said Ilary.

"Could you ask the tribe if they would try it?" Grandpa

i | T T = - | = 1
Jack asked Dried Up CreeX.

g T ool ca 3 A Ty o i r 1
"Surely I can ask," sald Dried Up Creek.
By now the whole tribe had formed a large circle around
i be _,_"-/._

1 ] e 7 1o
the teibal center lodge.

0ld Crow had gone and gotten her spirit totem, and the spirit
totems of Dried Up Creek, Dancing Bird, and Clear Water. She
now handed them to who uh@j belonged to. The big people now
little noticed her handing out small circular pieces of flat
wood with pictures painted on them.
"Rirst," said Dried Up Creek, "I will ask the tribe about
g

see what happens., If you can stay,

=
oy
O
o
=
o
=
=
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your cars.
you may participate in the dance, or watch. If you go, you

-

must go before the dance starts.”
Then Dried Up Creek took off his clothes, and walked out

b

just past the woodpile. He stood near the center of the great
circle of 1little people. Then he spoke to the tribe.

"T"he big people who brought Clear Water back to the tribe
have a need, They wish to stay for the Dance of a Child

g ]

Heart Playing But they cannot stay unless we, as a tribe,



can agree to transport them and .r cars home, after the Dance
ig over, I do not know if cars will transport, or whether the
tribe wishes to do this thing. But if the tribe can give this
to the big peovle, and the cars will transport, let them come
here now."

Suddenly the two Toyotas, that had been in the parking

area for San's Knob, anncared next to the tribal center lodgse,
d vt j =1
"Chris said Stanley, in amazement, “they even parked

‘em for us."

Then Dried Up Creek came back to where the big people
now little were standing. "Jill you participate," he asked
to everyone, "or will you watch?"

The big people now little all looked at each other, and
then they all looked at Grandpa Jack.

"Thanks," said Grandpa Jack, "but we think we'll just
watch this time."

"Then please," said Dried Up Creck, "le ffer the

ot
5
O

front porch of the spirit healer's lodge as a good place
to watch." He pointed to where thet lodge was.

"Do we have Ttime to get sonme food from our cars?" asked
Stanley.

While Stanley, Kate and Laura were getting €food from the
¢ what the small

Toyotas, the professor asked Dried Up Cree
circular piece of flat wood he had in his hand was. %“This is

=

1"

my spirit totem," said ed Up Creek, "Everyone has one,

3]
j ]

Then the profossor asked, "iJhat's going to happen in the dance?"
nd Dried Up Crec ad replied: You wi see,

And Dried Up Creek had replied "You will see."

The big neople who were now little walked up to the spirit

-

healer's lodge. Then they sat comfortably on the front porch

)

of the lodge and watched the Dance of Child's Heart Playing.



When everyone in the tribe was ready, all the pecople in

the village were standing in the great circle around the tribal

fal

except for four people

)
o
O
'oh
i
H

center lodge and the largo pile of
who were outside the circle, and who were evenly spread apart
around the outer edge, and Dancing Bird and Clear Water, who
were near the large wood pile. Zveryone had their spirit toten
on the ground in front of them.

Clear Vater was still lying on the cot., Dancing Bird

was kneel;

h a stick in her hands, doing something. Suddenly
a small fire started in front of Dancing Bird. She had 1it

a torch. She picked up the torch and stood up. Then she went

to the side of Clear VWater's cot and melt dovm. She leaned
e

T

over and kissed C:
t 0 ot and stood un. Then Dancing

r Water. Then she leaned back., He sat up.
c

C}

Then he got o
handed the torch she had to Clear Water.
He took the torch and walked over to the woodnile. He
used the torch to light the woodpile, and soon a bi
was burning in the center of the large circle of »neop
Clear Vater waved his arm above his head., Apparently this
d the four people sitting outside the circle, and they
o play music. Two of them had congo drums, and they
osite each other. The other two had an instrunent that

sat opposi
sounded like a recorder, and they sat opposite each other. The
persons playing the congos sounded out a deep steady rhythm

with only minor variations. The persons playing the recorders

)]

hovever, sometimes played high on the scale and sometimes
played low on the scale, and in general seemed to play anything
that came into their head.

Then Clear Vater handed Dancing Bird something like a
viece of string with a little ball fastened on the end. She
then walked to the

inside edge of the great circle of people,
and began dancing slowly around the edge of the circle, in
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The congos and the recorders played for

S
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near what scemed to be the entrance to the cave. There, each

e
nerson lay in the running stream water for a noment. Then they
appeared tTo wash themselves,

After a person lef ne strean, they then picked a spot,
apparently at random, somewhere in the village and sat there,
or lay dovin.

Eventually, all five hundred of the people in the tribe
were scabttered around the village, el 1
The music then stopped. There was no noise, except the stream
water running in the far backround, and oOccasional craclkling
noises from the fire, which was now much smaller.

Then, as the big

person that stood up w ear Yater. He then wallked around

and touched people on the head. 'When a person was touched,
they then got up and walked or flew to a lodge in the village.

The two peonle who flew
walked past the big people now little that were on the »norch,

L2

but they said nothing. They went inside the lodge. Finally,
as no one left sitting or lying in the village tha

the big neople now 1little could see. Then T
He was walking towards the spirit healer's 1

He walked up to the spirit healer's lodge, and then on to
£

the front porch, ; Al

people now little loocked at him.
"Phere is something I need to tell you," he said, His
face looXed serious,

aid Dancing Bird. "Iy spirit
]

s
s now Dancing Bird., And so I live where she lived, and

hal spirit healer for the tribe.®
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Then," said +he professor, smiling, "the two children now

in the lodge-- arc they Dried Up Creck and 01d Crow?"

"Yes," replied Dancing Bird,
“Jell I'll be...." zaid the professor.
“"Dried Up Creelk mentionned something about
trading after the dance," said Stanley. "What
"During the next three days," s2id Dancing

will tae place. Anything can be traded: lodges, totem spi

8]

e v T e 1o 37 Tuwam o S e - ' -t 3
paren’s . children, clothes, special tools-~ anything.
~

At the end of the third day, the tribes newly established life
is declared accepted when there are no reports left in the
tribal center lodge indicating naterial or personal need. This

is declared by the manager of the tribal center with a loud
yell, which is followed shortly by a yell from the whole tribe,
$1c¥s

~ing another era."

ir ’ [ kol
i % . e .
I like that," said Stanley.

11 of the big people that were now little 1liked that.

o
=
o

o)
v

\
48]

the

Thiar 8y N

1
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Evervone was quiet on the front porch.
D "Let Nafure take its course,"

Then Dancing Bird answered.
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"And," said Grandpa Jack, "could any or all of us cone

~t of Tthe tribe?™

bt

back at another time, and becone na
[ the whole tribe agrces, then yes," replied
"A11 rlghf then," said Hate, "we really better go now. IT
someong sees us pop into our driveway, then it was meant to
be. Ve've got to get lary hone."
A1L 4he big people now little agreed, and they wore all
now ready to go, excent Jonnifer.

f'\1 - Ka) - 3 S - e TT
1e¢ professor and then at HKate.

She loocled at %
“Can I fly dowm to the car?" she asked.
The nrofessor and Xgtec looked at Dancing Bird.
s really easy," said Dancing 3ird.
lew down to where the Toyotas were parked
nezt to the tribal center lodge.

When they had all folded their wings behind them and gotten
into the twoe Toyotas, Dancing Bird left then, and walked to

L
vhere the large fire had been. It was a small fire now, but

Then he spolke, in a loud voice, to the wveovple of Yopitlaag.
"Hear me, everyone," he said. "The big veonle who brought
me here have a need, They neefl us to transnort them and their

I

1

lriveway where they began their journey. If

-
[$]
ﬁ;

the tribe can give this to the big people, let it happen now."

1
o e ey | & T o Mrath o o "
There was a long silence., Nothing hanpened,

And then suddenly, the two Toyotas were gone.

Two in the professor's driveway
at 7:30 p.n. on the night of January 2, 1986. The vrofessor's
house was dark., The b J_:; peonle, now 'bj_{,; a{;ain , looked around.

There were no cars driving by on Green St., and no one out taking
&

.

ould've seen them pop in.
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They got out of the Toyotas and stood together. They
looked around. All was guiet. The calm early evening air
was cool but not cold.

“That was nice of themn," said Xate.

what do we do now?" said Laura

think," said Grandma Jack, "that we should all walk

over to llary's house, and help her explain where she's been.
averyone agreed.
"Byt should we +tell them what really hanpened?" aslked liar
Everyone looked at each other. Grandpa Jack started

laughing., Then everyone laughed

story is wilder than the wildest one you ever to
LpO £

professor, "who's going it%

)

Jaclk, " to believe ?

They al laughed some more.

"Even if people started believing it," said Grandpa Ja
vthose little neople can tak%e care of themselves allright.

L

1, i 5
And so they all walked down to 01ld Bristol Rd., and the
ver to llary's house.

Soon they were all in the family room at Hary's house.
svarents had called around looking for her that afternoon,

to get really worried when, by 6:00

[

o

1= T e e e e e
only stariting

]

5

ard here Py wWag T

3}'

ilary's

Derl

I’;

they hadn't seen or heard anything Wi Jlax as.,
they had heard nothing by the next morning they were going to
all the police.

Still, lary's varents were greatly relieved to seerher
safe and alive, and they were also relieved to know who ghe
had been with the whole time. And they knew llary, and knew th
if she decided she needed to be gone like that, well, it must
have been important to her. So they invited everyone into the

family room to sit dovm, and then asked: "So... what have
all becen doing?"

you

L

[l
e
o U
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lell, llary began the story. But, as she went along,
everyone Chipped in a little here and a little there, so that

k]

by the tine she finished, everyone who had been involved had

- 4% m

told just as much as she did.
Mary's parents, John and Louise, were guiet for a monent

Tl

after llary finished. TIouise looked at John. He had h

1, and was looking at the family room rug,
Then Louisec looled around at everyone else,
T thinlz they're serious," said Louise. But, as she looked

ﬁ"no ety Flhae _""t-",\'fl'? ey and Grandne JHCT‘ vnre
oIl Saw Ttnat oTal LY and 0N a c L e

1 S g i = e e e ~ = e Wy P R
having a hard time Xeening fron laughing.,

John looked up at everyone, "You made it up, didn't you?"

John looked around at everyone one more tine.

-

Then he looked at Tom and smiled. "ihy couldn't you just

have had a nice simple teaparty on the ceiling?®
Tom started laughing and held his head with his hands in

disbelief, Then he got up and walked over to John, and held

out his hand, palm up. "HO!" said Tom., John slapped
o)

Sl o B O T 1.
and Tom slanped it baclk.
Tvrarame htt Toandoa 2na IR SR A S INICT et
..'.JVE/-"..JO.;'].\.‘/ put Loulse ana e licd 480 Il
- o, T T - P b LU | o L 2 A 1] T . -]
at vhat they saw, but then John said: I was younz once too

laybe thny believed it, maybe they didn't, but they were

definatlyr not angry.

£ B P DL [, STt - R 5 1 - -4-1 o -
Laura then asked Loulse 1f che could use the nhone. Iy

then it was 10:00 p.m., but when Laura called Irene, Irene

was still up, and so Taura said they'd be right over to pick

Lo

up Dylan and Story.

It was time for everyone to go home. They had all had a long
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still awalke enou be watching Laura. She had been writing
P 1 P N iy 1 s b L [ SO B - b ] - y [ [y L a1
something Mow che was looling at the old deer hide in the

clear plastic case., The Last kap of Zoot Ian Charlie.
3]

"You found the gold you were looking for, di

5 . | ol -1 - .

SNne said TO tne man.
11, % .__ - &N A = = i o B e i
Then Stanley said, “"Are you thinking what I'm thin

Barly on the morning of Jan

(¥

, o T - = 1.4
uary 3, 1986, the sun was shining
brizht, and the temperature was already warm enought at 8:00 a.m.
P I |

L2 - - j T T D Dt it - Y
to be melting snow--~ and 3tanley, Laura, and Story wvere walling

S s - - g Nl e ] s P ] e 3 = - T
dovn Green St bowards Tom's house and the »rofessor's house.

rt to Tom's house first. After fifteen minutes, Stanley,
Laura, 8tory, and Tom headed over to the pnrofessor's house. hay
hnocked on +
Kate answercd, and opened the door to let them all in.
wihat's un?" she asked.,
"Je're golng back
*You too, Ton?" asked Ka

“MNo. - Not this time," said Ton, "We just thought it'd be

going back too."

“thatts right," =ald Grandpa Jack, coming dowvn the hall
. H 3
of
v

fron the Xitchen. 9T don't nced to Ybe hit on the head. That
ol
%

0
place is for me. And the weather's good. Now's the time.
We were going to check with you all before we left....
Then the professor came down the hallway from the kitchen.
"3o Jack's not the only one, huh?" he said,

*JJe thought we'd go while the weather was good," said Laura.
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"I hove we don't have to saw any morce locks," said
professor,

"De you think you guys will come along some time?"
asked the professor and Hate.

The professor looked at Rate.

"Only when I'm sure the story won't be forgoiten,"
the professor.

“"And I'm staying around in:case he needs someone t
some sense into him," said Kate.

"Tom, " saild the professor, "does lary w
the ride. Because we're almost ready...."

"T'11l call now." He went into the kitchen to use the
"Xate," said Laura, “could you do some things for us?"
li(‘de. 11
"I have here five letters We've written. But we don't want
then sent until we Xnow the little peonle will take us in,
Ve didn't tell the whole story. We Jjust said 'we followed
the Last liap of Root WMan Charlie,' NMaybe sometime in the
future will find out what that neans,"

they

“"They will," said Xate.

0

c
=y

"Also said Laura,"could you do something with all
stuff in our apartnent? We have some savings, here--~":she

in

aid

Inock

said

f._.-?

Kate a check, ",.. hopefully that will cover cost...."

"I'11 take care of everything," said Hate.

Then Tom came back from calling ilary.

"iThat did she say?" asked Stanley.

*She'ts coming along for the ride, And so is John,"
Tom, smiling. "He wanis to see this for himself. They'll
be right over."”

"He doesn't care that he might get caught for damagin
federal vroperty?" asked the professor.

“4o'ﬁ willing to take the consequences," said Tom,

ant to go along for
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Since the only things unpaclked from the two Toyotas the

night before was food that might spoil, everyone was ready to

go wnen John and lary arrived at the essor's, so they all

got into the two vehicles. Then, for the second time in three

lays, Tom and Stanley baclked fully loaded four wheel drive

vehicles out of the professor's driveway. Only this time, o

the eight people going, only four were planning on coming back.
0

In one Toyota, there was Ton, llary, John, and the pr

f)
O

In the other Toyota, there was Stanley, Laura, Story and Grandpa

Jack.

The weather v rd straisght

[y
!..1.

unseasonably warm for

{.:3
4]

he th

day in a fow, and by now there was no snow remaining on the

roads. Even 276 was clear all the way to the parkway. So

after only four hours of driving they turned off 276, and began

=t
climbing the entrance ramp to the narkway.
aid the professor.

)]

“I'm almoat afraid to look,"
But when they drove onto the parkvway, they saw that the
And the weather had been so warm that the snow on the
tas drove on.

ot to where the second closed gate had been,
right near the entrance road to the parking area for Sam's
Xnob, they found that gate open as well.

le after 2:00 p.m. in the afternoon, the

Finally, at a 1itt

two Toyotas arrived at the parking area for Samn's HKnob.
There was a slight breeze, and some thin wisny clouds
high in the air moved lagzily across the sky. The sun was
shining bright and warm. No one needed a coat.
They had decided to walk down to the clearing and call
out to the 1little people for an hour. If the 1little people
did not resnond in any way by that time, they would accept

-

agreed to let them join. But if the

]

that the tribe had not
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On the front porch of 0
man and an old woman sat in
village at play. The old woman's name was 01d Crow The old
man's nane was Dricd Up Creek,

"I just got a great idea," said 014 Crow.

“What is 1t?" asked Dried Un Creck,

“Uell, I vwas Jjust thinking... you know if the whole tribe
agreecing can transport cars around like that...."

HDon'i forﬁet," said Dried Un "asometimes it woris
and sometimes it doesn't. No one understands the whole nrocess....
God, I'll never forget the way that crystal ball ro.'!.."l_c.(.‘: the
table when Dancing Bird set it there for Clear Vater... who %nows
what will henpen next?....

Iven while Dried Up Creek spoke, a man with a guitar sat
dovn on a chair, on the roof of the gpirit healer's lodge. The
man's name wvas Blind Blake. He took a few minutes o tune his
guitar and then, when he was ready, he starting singing and
playing on the gu r. Singing and playing that "Jabash 32g"e...
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